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	Worksheet - AHCTRF202 Prepare turf surfaces for play

TURF TYPES RESEARCH WORKSHEET

In preparation for your Practical Assessment, you are required to identify and research a range of warm and cool season grasses (i.e. turf species and cultivars) that may be used for playing surfaces. Collate your findings in the following table. You should identify at least five (5) grasses.

For each grass, you are to record:
· Provide its name (both common name and botanical name)
· Describe its characteristics (e.g. preferred mowing height, fertiliser requirements, watering and top-dressing needs)
· Identify its common use (including advantages / disadvantages)
· Identify its common pests, diseases and/or disorders

	Record number
	Botanical name
	Common name
	Season
	Characteristics
	Common use
	Common pests/ diseases/ disorders

	
	FAMILY
	Genus
	species
	
	
	
	
	

	Example
	Poaceae
	Agrostis
	capillaris
	Common Bent
	☐ Warm
☒ Cool
	· Requires regular lawn mowing during the growing season (e.g. December to April in Australia)
· Prefers to be cut at very low 
heights
· Neutral to acidic soils
· Water and nutrient requirements need careful monitoring
	· All ball playing surfaces, including golf courses
· Temperature 16-24ºC
· High tolerance to shade, drought and traffic
	Dollar spot

	1 
	Poaceae 
	Elymus 
	repens
	Couch Grass
	☒ Warm
☐ Cool
	· Fine leaf blade with rich dark green colour
· Thrive in full sunlight and are best kept to a height of about 15mm
· Can grow in range of soil types
· Performs best when fertilised throughout the year
	· Great for be used for sports fields, playgrounds and large lawns. 
	African black beetle 

	2 
	Poaceae 
	Cenchrus 
	Clandestinus 
	Kikuyu 
	☒ Warm
☐ Cool
	· Has a strong deep root base
· Poor shade tolerance 
· Highly invasive 
· Common option for larger areas and for erosion control
· Performs at its best in fertile, light to medium soil. 
	· Can be used for residential lawns, sports field or public areas. 
	Two spotted mites can affect the grass especially in summer months.

	3 
	Poaceae 
	Bouteloua 
	dactyloides 
	Buffalo Grass
	☒ Warm
☐ Cool
	· Cam grow in a range of soil types
· Extremely shade tolerant and can survive with very little direct sunlight exposure 
· Can be mowed between 20-60mm 
· To remain healthy it is best to fertilise regularly throughout the year
	· Great for residential areas and around homes as its less invasive and highly tolerant 
	· Lawn grubs like web or army worms
· Brown patch disease 

	4 
	Poaceae
	Poa
	pratensis
	Bluegrass 
	☐ Warm
☒ Cool
	· Grow best in temperatures 15-25 degrees 
· Less resilient to draughts and heat. 
· Can require higher water use
· Can thin out when poorly grown or to closely cut
· Enjoys higher nitrogen levels (keep in mind when fertilising)
	· Thrives best in cool conditions
· Can be used for lawns, athletic fields, golf courses etc..
	· Snow Molds, can be caused by a fungus that is active over the winter underneath the snow.

	5 
	Poaceae 
	Festuca
	arundinacea 
	Tall Fescue 
	☐ Warm
☒ Cool
	· Can tolerate shade 
· Its longer roots contributes to its superior heat and drought tolerance 
· Commonly cut from 50mm-80mm
· Frequent seeding can help the grass stay dense and avoid a clumpy look.
	· Can be used by lawn owners for improving lawn resilience and durability 
· Should be used in high traffic areas like baseball fields and commercial sites. 
	· Pasture scarabs (such as red legged earth mites and blue oat mites)
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