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TURF TYPES RESEARCH WORKSHEET

In preparation for your Practical Assessment, you are required to identify and research a range of warm and cool season grasses that may be used to establish turf. Collate your findings in the following table. You should identify at least five (5) grasses.

For each grass, you are to record:
· Provide its name (both common name and botanical name)
· Describe its characteristics (e.g. seed heads, ligules, auricles, collars, stolon/rhizome)
· Identify its common use (including advantages / disadvantages)
· Explain its method of establishment (including preferred mowing height, fertiliser requirements, watering and top-dressing needs)
· Identify its common pests, diseases and/or disorders

	Record number
	Botanical name
	Common name
	Season
	Characteristics
	Common use
	Establishment
	Common pests/ diseases/ disorders

	
	FAMILY
	Genus
	species
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Example
	Poaceae
	Agrostis
	capillaris
	Common Bent
	☐ Warm
☒ Cool
	· Dense growing fine leaf grass 
· Has rhizomatous and stoloniferours
· Panicle seedhead 
· Purple from a distance
· Ligule is short
	· All ball playing surfaces, including golf courses
· Temperature 16-24ºC
· High tolerance to shade, drought and traffic
	· Quick germination time within 10 days at 18 ºC
· Neutral to acidic soils
	Dollar spot

	1 
	Poaceae
	Cynodon 
	dactylon
	Green Couch 
	☒ Warm
☐ Cool
	The blades are a grey-green colour and are short. 
A hardy perennial grass with creeping culms, rooting at nodes and forming spreading mats on surface of soil. 
	Popular and useful for sports fields & Golf Courses. 
Heat and drought tolerant. 
Highly tolerant to drought and heavy grazing. 
	Seeds germinate at temperatures above 20°C and germination takes place within the next two weeks.
Optimum growth between 24 and 37 °C 

	Couchgrass mite 

	2 
	Poaceae
	stenotaphrum
	secundatum
	Sir Walter Green 
	☒ Warm
☐ Cool
	A coarse, hardy but frost-sensitive perennial grass that rarely produces seed but spreads rapidly by means of its short branched rhizomes and long, arching stolons. It can produce a dense sward that inhibits the growth of many weedy species.
	Pasture grass and also grown as a lawn. 
Highly tolerant to heavy traffic and grazing. 
	See germination within 2-3 weeks. If you are successful, you will see full coverage within 3 months.
Grows best between 20°C and 30°C
	Fairy Ring 

	3 
	Poaceae
	Zoysia
	Japonica
	Emperor Zoysia 
	☐ Warm
☒ Cool
	Creeping, mat-forming, short perennial grass that grows by both rhizomes and stolons.
	It is often used on golf course fairways, teeing grounds, and roughs. It is also used for home lawns, parks, schoolyards, and athletic fields.
	Lengthy germination rate of at least a month.
Seeds require a moist environment and a temperature of at least 21 °C to germinate.
	Dollar Spot 

	4 
	Poaceae
	Cenchrus
	clandestinus
	Kikuyu 
	☒ Warm
☐ Cool
	A rhizomatous grass with matted roots and a grass-like or herbaceous habit. The leaves are green, flattened or upwardly folded along the midrib
	A popular garden lawn species. 
Often found along water courses. 
	Germination should occur in just under two weeks. 
Requires temperatures above 15-20°C for germination.
	Black spot

	5 
	Poaceae
	Lolium
	Perenne
	Rye Grass 
	☐ Warm
☒ Cool
	The plant is a low-growing, tufted, hairless grass, with a bunching growth habit. The leaves are dark green, smooth and glossy.
	Pasture and forage plant.
Overseeding of winter lawns. 
	Germinates quickly (7-14 days) with competitive growth. 
Maximum germination obtained between 10 and 25°C
	Crown rust 
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