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Candidate Details
[bookmark: _Toc422495468]Assessment – CHCECE022: Promote children’s agency
The learners must complete the following activities and hand them into you for marking. This forms part of the learner’s assessment for CHCECE022: Promote children’s agency. The initial activities are formative – the Skills and Knowledge and Major Activities are summative but all should show the learner’s knowledge of the unit. The activities should be completed in a suitable environment, whether that is a classroom, training environment or an appropriate workplace location. 
Name: 		_____________________________________________________________
Address:	_____________________________________________________________
		_____________________________________________________________
Email:		_____________________________________________________________
Employer:	_____________________________________________________________
Declaration
I declare that no part of this assessment has been copied from another person’s work with the exception of where I have listed or referenced documents or work and that no part of this assessment has been written for me by another person.
Signed:		____________________________________________________________
Date:		____________________________________________________________
If activities have been completed as part of a small group or in pairs, details of the learners involved should be provided below:
This activity workbook has been completed by the following persons and we acknowledge that it was a fair team effort where everyone contributed equally to the work completed. We declare that no part of this assessment has been copied from another person’s work with the exception of where we have listed or referenced documents or work and that no part of this assessment has been written for us by another person.
Learner 1:	____________________________________________________________
Signed:		____________________________________________________________
Learner 2:	____________________________________________________________
Signed:		____________________________________________________________
Learner 3:	____________________________________________________________
Signed:		____________________________________________________________
[bookmark: _Toc422495469]
Competency Record to be completed by Assessor
Learner Name:		_______________________________________________________
Date of Assessment:	_______________________________________________________
The learner has been assessed as competent in the elements and performance criteria and the evidence has been presented as:
	
	Assessor Initials

	Authentic
	

	Valid
	

	Reliable
	

	Current
	

	Sufficient
	



Learner is deemed: 		COMPETENT		NOT YET COMPETENT (Please circle)

If not yet competent, date for re-assessment:		____________________________________

Comments from Trainer / Assessor:
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Assessor Signature:		________________________________________________________
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Activities
[bookmark: _Toc422495471]Activity 1A
	Estimated Time
	1 Hour

	Objective
	To provide you with an opportunity to provide opportunities for children to plan and/or modify their indoor and outdoor environments, to design indoor and outdoor environments that are vibrant, flexible and support children’s learning, and to ensure design of indoor and outdoor environments is responsive to the interests and abilities of each child.

	Activity
	For these activities you will need to refer to Quality Standard 3 of the National Quality Standards which relates to the physical environment of the provision.

Plan and undertake an opportunity for the children in your care to design and/or modify both their indoor and outdoor environments. Document the activity and their responses.

Answers will vary.

Activities may include:
· Questionnaires
· Open forums/discussions
· Group discussions and presentations
· Art and design
· Written lists
· Individual conversations with children
· Voting procedures.

Responses will vary greatly and may include suggestions on the following:
· Colours
· Materials
· Equipment
· Activities
· Décor
· Areas
· Sounds.

Document the different abilities of the children for whom you are designing an indoor and outdoor environment.

Answers will vary and may include information on the following:

· Age
· Developmental stage
· Physical ability
· Cognitive ability
· Other limitations such as medical conditions and religious observances.

Design both an indoor and outdoor environment that takes into account the following considerations:

· All of the information you have documented above
· Quality Standard 3
· Distinct physical spaces
· A variety of activities
· Sensory detail
· Physical challenge
· Regular changes.

You may include diagrams and drawings to support your design.

Answers will vary and should include information on the following:

· Buildings
· Furniture
· Equipment
· Facilities
· Natural elements
· Physical spaces/areas
· Activities
· Colour schemes and use
· Textures
· Lighting
· Smells
· Sounds
· Tastes
· Displays
· Changes.






[bookmark: _Toc422495472]Activity 1B
	Estimated Time
	1 Hour

	Objective
	To provide you with an opportunity to provide materials and resources that are natural and familiar and to give children access to materials and resources that provoke interest.

	Activity
	To what natural materials and resources have the children in your care access?

Answers will vary according to the facilities of the learning environment and its location. It may include:

· Water courses
· Sand
· Mud
· Rocks/pebbles
· Trees, flowers and plants
· Vegetable gardens and allotments
· Wildlife and animals
· Farmland
· Food
· Compost areas.

What materials and resources could you use to provoke interest from the children?

Answers will vary and may include the following:

· Computers and new technologies
· Scientific equipment including:
· microscope
· telescope 
· Bunsen burner
· thermometer
· spectrogram
· spectrometer
· voltmeter
· Foods from different countries
· Historical objects and materials
· Visitors, particularly those in the media or sportsmen and women
· Measuring equipment including:
· pedometer
· stop watch
· heart rate monitor
· tape measures
· scales
· Trundle wheel
· Different types of clothing and uniforms particularly relating to roles of authority
· Musical instruments.


Plan an activity that combines the use of both natural materials and those that provoke interest.

Answers will vary. An example would be to collect materials such as leaves, petals and/or pebbles from the outdoor learning environment, put them under a microscope and use the magnified image to recreate the material as a collage using open-ended materials.






[bookmark: _Toc422495473]Activity 2A
	Estimated Time
	1 Hour

	Objective
	To provide you with an opportunity to allow children to direct their own play and leisure experiences with peers, to create possibilities for peer scaffolding, to create opportunities for learning through play and intentional teaching, and
to support play experiences initiated by children.

	Activity
	Why is it important to allow children to direct their own play?

Giving children a variety of play activities and materials enables you to guide their participation from afar so that you can ensure the options are suitable and appropriate for their stage of development, interests and needs, whilst offering a suitable element of challenge so that although they are playing, they are also developing and improving skills and knowledge. 

Allowing children to direct their own play means that their motivation is intrinsic in that they are doing it purely to please themselves, not a third party. The selection process requires independent thought and consideration, and the motivation to complete the activity comes from within; the reward is the personal satisfaction of being able to complete the challenge they set themselves. 

Motivation is much higher in children when it is intrinsic and therefore their concentration levels last longer, and their determination and perseverance is sustained until they have accomplished the activity. If you choose an activity for a child their motivation is extrinsic in that they are participating in order to please you or to do as they are told. With little or no understanding of the reason you chose this particular activity they are less likely to exhibit the same amount of enthusiasm and perseverance. If they are unable to perform the actions required at the first time of trying they are more likely to give up or ask for help than if they had chosen the activity themselves because it is not as important to them.

Why is it important to allow children to direct their own play and leisure experiences with peers of their choosing?

Play should be unstructured, fun, relaxing, and undertaken with those with whom children feel comfortable because it is in these arenas that children can make mistakes without fear of ridicule, and subsequently learn from them. Children are more likely to take risks by trying new activities and pushing themselves further if they have the support of their friends. Communication skills and social interactions are also more likely to be developed with friends.

How often do you allow children to direct their own play and leisure activities and for how long each session?

Answers will vary depending on the organisational protocol. Answers may vary depending on the age of the children.

What have you observed about the children in your care whilst monitoring their play and leisure activities?

Answers will vary and may include:

· Play preferences
· Social skills
· Personality
· Physical ability
· Motivation
· Perseverance
· Attitude to learning
· Behaviour – both appropriate and inappropriate
· Tolerance levels of other children
· Additional needs
· Strengths and interests
· Learning styles.

What opportunities have you provided to encourage the use of peer scaffolding?

Answers will vary and may include:

· Play and leisure experiences
· Literacy/reading
· Simple numeracy
· Supporting the learning of English as a second language.






[bookmark: _Toc422495474]Activity 2B
	Estimated Time
	30 Minutes

	Objective
	To provide you with an opportunity to encourage children to gain skill and competence by persevering with a developmentally significant activity.

	Activity
	Identify a child in your care that requires more encouragement than others to gain skill and competence by persevering with a developmentally significant activity and answer the following questions:

· What is their age and developmental stage?
· What skill and competence do they need to attain?
· What developmentally significant activity will you set them in order to achieve this skill and competency?

Make notes on the work you complete with this child during this activity; you will require this information to answer question 8 of the Major Activity.

Answers will vary but should relate to the developmental stage of the child including physical, social and emotional, intellectual and language development. For example, a child six months of age should have the physical ability to lift their head and shoulders, roll over and transfer objects between each hand. They may need to develop the ability to sit unsupportive and use their pincer grasp between their thumb and index finger. To develop their grasp you could supervise the child whilst they pull buttons out of playdoh as this increases those important fine motor skills. 
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	Estimated Time
	30 Minutes

	Objective
	To provide you with an opportunity to organise routines in ways that maximise opportunities for each child’s learning.

	Activity
	The National Quality Framework states that routines should be embedded into the curriculum of an educational program that organise children’s learning. What routines do you provide that maximise opportunities for each child’s learning?

Answers will vary and may include the following routines:

· Attendance and punctuality 
· Organisational skills 
· Appropriate behaviour
· Health and safety 
· Assessment, feedback, critical reflection
· Dinner time 
· Presentations
· Language.

Select one of the routines you use and describe how you organise it to provide opportunities for children’s learning.

Answers will vary. The following is an example of attendance:

On the notice board in your learning environment you could display the attendance of each child and if any have been late in the morning or afternoon, or even late back from recreational periods. If your organisation has an attendance target you could split the display onto two different coloured sheets of paper to show those that reached the target and those that didn’t. This should be run cumulatively so that if a child is absent for one day due to genuine illness they may not automatically go onto the below target sheet.

Each week you should take time to make sure each individual child is aware of their attendance and any late marks. You could also have rewards for 100 per cent attendance at the end of each term or block of time and at the end of the year. If your organisation has a number of classes or groups of children you could have an inter-class attendance competition over a set period of time and a reward for the winning group. This does not have to be financial; it could be an extra session of the group’s favourite activity or something similar. This creates individual opportunities to succeed and also a team work approach to attendance. It encourages motivation and discipline.

The example below show what the attendance display sheets might look like. This organisation has attendance target for the whole establishment of 96%. 






	Child’s name
	W/C 30 November
Attendance to date %
	Child’s name
	W/C 30 November
Attendance to date %

	Daisy
	100
	Lara
	95.95

	Clive
	100
	Angelie
	95.2

	Finn
	100
	Steven
	94.68

	Hugo
	100
	Taylor
	94.3

	Bailey
	100
	Paul
	93

	Maddison
	100
	Madara
	93

	Ellie
	99.5
	Jakub
	92.6

	Carmen
	99.2
	
	

	James
	97
	
	

	Henry
	96
	
	



It is the week commencing 30th November and therefore at the end of the year. The group has a collective attendance of 97.15% and has therefore exceeded the organisation’s target. A simple visual display such as this can have extremely positive effects on children wanting to improve their attendance to get off the “reds” and onto the “greens”.






[bookmark: _Toc422495476]Activity 3A
	Estimated Time
	30 Minutes

	Objective
	To provide you with an opportunity to use children’s observations and their views to guide the program.

	Activity
	Consult with the children in your care regarding their views on the current program and document their responses.

Answers will vary and may include likes/dislikes and strengths/weaknesses in any area of the program including:

· Personal, social and emotional development 
· Communication, language and literacy 
· Problem-solving, reasoning and numeracy 
· Knowledge and understanding of the world 
· Physical development
· Creative development
· English
· Maths
· Science
· Computing
· Technology
· History
· Geography
· Music
· Art and design.

It may also include comment on the following:

· Time of day the activity takes place – some children may not like engaging in physical activity straight after lunch or first thing in the morning, or may find it hard to concentrate on numeracy activities at the end of the day
· Location in which the activity takes place – some activities may be more enjoyable outside or may require a larger space
· Educator taking the activity – some educators are more popular than others in general and some more popular for certain activities
· Other children in the group – the presence of one or more children in a group may either encourage or demotivate a child
· Duration of the activity – children might find some activities too long or not long enough
· Assessment methods – children might find the assessments too difficult to understand and as such are not making progress in this area
· Content and delivery/teaching styles – the content might be interesting but the delivery might be boring or confusing.

What specifically would the children like to change or add to the program?

Answers will vary and, again, may contain information on any of the above categories and issues.
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	Estimated Time
	30 Minutes

	Objective
	To provide you with an opportunity to develop the curriculum in consultation with educators and stakeholders.

	Activity
	Identify all of the educators and stakeholders with whom you will have to consult in order to develop the curriculum.

Answers will vary and may include:

· Educators 
· Senior management 
· Support colleagues
· Investors
· Shareholders
· Sponsor(s)
· Parents/carers of the children
· Local community
· Schools that are likely to enrol the children in the near future
· Suppliers.

For each stakeholder, document their expectations of the curriculum.

Answers will vary but may include: 
· Statement of philosophy and code of ethics
· Needs and capabilities of the educators
· Available and realistic resources
· Budget
· Abilities and interests of children
· Input from children regarding the curriculum
· Relevant cultural requirements

For each of these expectations, identify how it relates to, or goes against, the following:

· National Quality Standard One
· National Quality Standard Seven
· Learning Outcomes
· Organisational philosophy
· Organisational Code of Ethics?

Answers will vary but must make reference to the elements of the National Quality Standards and the learning outcomes:

· National Quality Standard One:
· Curriculum decision making contributes to each child’s learning and development outcomes in relation to their identity, connection with community, wellbeing, confidence as learners, and effectiveness as communicators
· Each child’s current knowledge, ideas, culture, abilities and interests are the foundation of the program
· The program, including routines, is organised in ways that maximise opportunities for each child’s learning
· The documentation about each child’s program and progress is available to families
· Every child is supported to participate in the program
· Each child’s agency is promoted, enabling them to make choices and decisions and influence events and their world
· Each child’s learning and development is assessed as part of an ongoing cycle of planning, documentation and evaluation
· Educators respond to children’s ideas and play and use intentional teaching to scaffold and extend each child’s learning
· Critical reflection on children’s learning and development, both as individuals and in groups, is regularly used to implement the program.

· National Quality Standard Seven:
· Appropriate governance arrangements are in place to manage the service
· The induction of educators, co-ordinators and staff members, is comprehensive
· Every effort is made to promote continuity of educators and coordinators at the service
· Provision is made to ensure a suitably qualified and experienced educator or co-ordinator leads the development of the curriculum and ensures the establishment of clear goals and expectations for teaching and learning
· Adults working with children and those engaged in management of the service or residing on the premises are fit and proper
· A statement of philosophy is developed and guides all aspects of the service’s operations
· The performance of educators, co-ordinators and staff members is evaluated and individual development plans are in place to support performance improvement
· An effective self-assessment and quality improvement process is in place.

· Learning Outcomes:
· Children have a strong sense of identity
· Children are connected with and contribute to his or her world
· Children have a strong sense of wellbeing
· Children are confident and involved learners
· Children are effective communicators.

Answers to organisational philosophy and code of ethics will vary according to organisational policies and expectations of stakeholders. 






[bookmark: _Toc422495478]Activity 3C
	Estimated Time
	1 Hour 

	Objective
	To provide you with an opportunity to design and implement learning experiences to foster learning and development, and to reflect children’s interests, to ensure the program is sufficiently flexible to respond to unplanned children’s interests, and to ensure the program provides opportunities to follow-up activities of high interest.

	Activity
	Following on from activities 3A and 3B, design the educational program to reflect the following:

· Statement of philosophy and code of ethics  
· Needs and capabilities of the educators 
· Available and realistic resources 
· Budget 
· Abilities and interests of children 
· Input from children regarding the curriculum 
· Relevant cultural requirements
· National Quality Standards One to Five
· Nationally approved learning outcomes
· Flexibility to respond to unplanned children’s interests
· Planned opportunities to follow-up activities of high interest.

You may use your organisational template if you have one.

Answers will vary due to the age range and number of children who attend the provision. Some information will be standardised due to the current documentation (statement of philosophy and code of ethics) but cultural considerations may vary. For example, do the activities meet the needs of all children and are they all able to take part?

Annotate the document to show how all of the considerations above are reflected and/or included in the program.

Answers will vary but must include information about each of the points. For example, annotations around the flexibility to respond to children’s interests may include allocating time at the end of a day to allow children to spend more time on their favourite activity. 






[bookmark: _Toc422495479]Activity 3D
	Estimated Time
	1 Hour

	Objective
	To provide you with an opportunity to assess and evaluate planned and unplanned teaching and learning.

	Activity
	Using any of the inclusive assessment methods available to you, compare the learning of children in both planned and unplanned activities. Through which method have the children in your group made the most progress? 

You may attach documentary evidence.

Answers will vary. Assessment methods might include:

· In-class tests
· Formal examinations
· Multiple choice questions
· Group presentations
· Portfolio work
· Audio-visual materials
· Performance 
· Oral presentations and interviews
· Questionnaires
· Learning journeys and reflective logs
· Practical experiments and reports
· Observations of children learning through play.

Using reflective practice, evaluate your own teaching, both planned and unplanned. Which is more effective and why?

You may attach documentary evidence.

Answers will vary. Reflective practice methods may include:

· Educator diary
· Peer observations
· Recording lessons/activities
· Feedback from children.






[bookmark: _Toc422495480]Activity 4A
	Estimated Time
	1 Hour

	Objective
	To provide you with an opportunity to consult with children about the experiences and materials to be made available, to acknowledge each child’s uniqueness in positive ways, and to support children’s efforts, assisting and encouraging as appropriate.

	Activity
	Consult with the children in your care about the experiences and materials they wish to be made available to them. Document your findings and determine which requests are available and realistic. For those requests that are unrealistic, explain why.

Answers will vary. Limitations may include:

· Budget
· Location of provision
· Environmental factors
· Health and safety
· Skills and knowledge of educators
· Timescale.

Select three of the most unique children within your care and describe their unique qualities.

Answers will vary and may include:

· Race/ethnicity
· Language
· Religion
· Disability/ability
· Emotional issues
· Intellect/talent
· Learning difficulties
· Interests
· Family background
· Play preferences
· Social and communication skills
· Personality
· Behaviour.

How do you acknowledge the uniqueness of these three children in positive ways?

Answers will vary and may include:

· Differentiation and appropriate scaffolding for each child
· Keeping up-to-date in your knowledge of cultural groups and their attitudes towards others
· Close liaison with parents/carers
· Encouraging children to recognise their unique qualities and differences to others as well as their similarities – a good tip for this is to encourage self-exploration such as self-portraits and the use of mirrors in the play area
· Activities that promote and embrace equal opportunities and diversity, and encourage children to talk about their own culture
· Maintaining records on each child’s unique attributes for information sharing purposes
· Holding individual conversations on a regular basis with each child to discuss their interests, needs, and feelings
· Acknowledging effort and achievement.

How do you support children’s efforts?

Answers will vary and may include:

· Praise – praise should be descriptive so that the child knows exactly what they have done well or what you are pleased with, for example, “I’m really pleased with the care and attention you have taken to colour that so neatly,” or, “That was incredibly kind of you to share your materials with Ben and help him with his cutting out.”
· Encouragement – encouragement is praise for effort such as, “You tried really hard in that piece of reading and carried on even when you got stuck, well done.” Encouragement can be used both before and after an activity to give confidence and belief prior to undertaking an activity, and to give them the confidence to build on their achievements afterwards. For example, “I know you really struggle with your times tables, but if you keep trying your best I know you will get there,” and, “That drawing is excellent; I look forward to seeing more of your creative work.”
· Timely marking and feedback – whether or not the activity undertaken is an assessment, you should always provide children with feedback about their efforts as soon as possible, preferably immediately after the activity, because it is fresh in their minds. If you leave it a week to discuss a piece of work they will have forgotten about it and the value of the feedback will be significantly diminished. They will also be less likely to make as much of an effort in subsequent activities  
· Rewards – rewards come in a number of forms and should be used in moderation so as not to become the norm and an expectation. Rewards can be simple or elaborate and may include:
· merit stickers/stamps/badges
· having their work displayed in their own learning environment or beyond such as in corridors or in reception for visitors to view
· certificates
· recognition assemblies to which parents/carers may be invited
· entered into a book of excellence
· financial rewards such as gift cards and vouchers
· phone calls/postcards home to parents/carers 
· excursions
· visitors coming in.






[bookmark: _Toc422495481]Activity 4B
	Estimated Time
	1 Hour

	Objective
	To provide you with an opportunity to develop awareness and respond to children who may require additional support or attention.

	Activity
	Identify three children in your group who require additional support and/or attention and explain their additional needs.

Answers will vary. Additional needs may include:

· Specific learning difficulty/difficulties
· Physical impairment/disability
· Medical condition
· Mental health/emotional issues
· Behavioural issues
· Extenuating domestic circumstances
· Cultural/language barriers.

How do the additional needs of each child impact on their behaviour, if at all?

Answers will vary. Behaviours may include:

· Resistance to going home
· Fear/mistrust of adults
· Physically abusive towards peers
· Low self-esteem
· Withdrawal
· Self-harm
· Eating disorder
· Soiling
· Lack of concentration
· Tiredness
· Poor personal hygiene
· Poor attendance  and punctuality
· Excessive illness
· Attention seeking behaviour
· Hyperactive behaviour
· Theft
· Bullying
· Victim of bullying
· Inappropriate language
· Disruption
· Defiance
· Copying
· Reluctance to participate in group discussions
· Frustration at lack of progress/ability
· Anxiety.

What additional support and/or attention have you put in place for each of these children?

Answers will vary and may include:

· Generic support strategies such as:
· visual displays such as spellings of common words, pictorial displays that demonstrate processes and procedures like washing hands, and other visual prompts
· effective praise and encouragement
· routines
· Learning mentor – regular meetings outside of the learning environment with another adult  to discuss needs that are not being met in the learning environment
· Classroom assistant to support the child when appropriate and required
· Peer mentor – where appropriate
· Time-out card 
· Praise book/report card
· Specialist equipment such as:
· writing desk
· specific writing implements
· modified furniture
· overlay
· different coloured paper
· Reduced time-table either in terms of time or number of activities
· Work in smaller group settings
· Referral to external agencies or bodies such as:
· counsellors
· child and adolescent mental health workers
· specialists in emotional, social and behavioural difficulties
· health
· dietician
· occupational therapists
· speech therapist
· educational psychologists
· social services
· Inclusion and Professional Support Program.
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	Estimated Time
	30 Minutes

	Objective
	To provide you with an opportunity to encourage each child to participate in a variety of experiences, and to demonstrate respect for a child’s choice not to participate.

	Activity
	What experiences within your educational program are the most popular with the children in your group?

Answers will vary depending on the group. May include indoor/outdoor activities. 

To which experiences within your educational program do you meet the most resistance from children?

Answers will vary depending on the group. 

What reasons have children given for not wanting to participate in certain activities?

Answers will vary and may include:

· Shyness
· Language difficulties
· Physical disabilities
· Medical conditions such as asthma
· Religious observances
· Poor ability and low self-confidence
· Emotional issues
· Self-awareness of unique physical appearance such as being overweight or excessively short or tall
· Dislike of the activity
· Domestic issues
· Breakdown in friendship group
· Medical condition such as broken bones
· Illness
· Tiredness
· Negative emotional state.
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Skills and Knowledge Activity
	Estimated Time
	3-4 Hours

	Objective
	To provide you with an opportunity to demonstrate your knowledge of the foundation skills, knowledge evidence and performance evidence.

	Activity
	Complete the following individually and attach your completed work to your workbook.

The answers to the following questions will enable you to demonstrate your knowledge of:
· How to access:
· the National Quality Framework
· the National Quality Standards
· the relevant approved learning framework
· How to navigate through framework and standards documents to find areas relevant to this unit of competency
· Relevant theories about childhood learning
· Organisation standards, policies and procedures
· Strategies for intentional teaching
· Techniques to encourage and support children to participate

Answer each question in as much detail as possible, considering your organisational requirements for each one.

All answers will vary depending on the learner and the organisation they work for but the learner should be able to answer each question competently.

1. Write a report demonstrating that you have planned and implemented two educational programs that promote and encourage children’s agency. 

You should include a copy of both programs.

You should also include information that evidences completion of all the criteria in this unit within the programs.

Your report and program should show your understanding, establishment,  and use of the following:

· Environments and opportunities in relation to children’s interests
· A range of strategies to engage and encourage children in experiences
· Appropriate curriculum in consultation with other educators
· National Quality Framework
· National Quality Standards
· The relevant approved learning framework
· Theories about childhood learning
· Intentional teaching.
       


Evidence to support your report may include:

· Peer observations
· Recordings and images of activities and environments
· Written documentation including planning, feedback from children, reflective practice, etc.
· Case studies of specific children.

       Reports should include evidence that the learner has completed the following:

· Provided opportunities for children to plan and/or modify their indoor and outdoor environments
· Designed indoor and outdoor environments that were vibrant, flexible and supported children’s learning
· Ensured design of indoor and outdoor environments was responsive to the interests and abilities of each child
· Provided materials and resources that were natural and familiar
· Given children access to materials and resources that provoked interest
· Allowed children to direct their own play and leisure experiences with peers
· Created possibilities for peer scaffolding
· Encouraged children to gain skill and competence by persevering with a developmentally significant activity
· Created opportunities for learning through play and intentional teaching
· Supported play experiences initiated by children
· Organised routines in ways that maximised opportunities for each child’s learning
· Used children’s observations and their views to guide the program
· Developed the curriculum in consultation with educators and stakeholders
· Designed and implemented learning experiences to foster learning and development, and to reflect children’s interests
· Ensured the program was sufficiently flexible to respond to unplanned children’s interests
· Assessed and evaluated planned and unplanned teaching and learning
· Ensured the program provided opportunities to follow-up activities of high interest
· Consulted with children about the experiences and materials to be made available
· Acknowledged each child’s uniqueness in positive ways
· Supported children’s efforts, assisting and encouraging as appropriate
· Developed awareness and responded to children who required additional support or attention
· Encouraged each child to participate in a variety of experiences
· Demonstrated respect for a child’s choice not to participate.
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	Estimated Time
	2 Hours

	Objective
	To provide you with an opportunity to demonstrate your knowledge of the entire unit.

	Activity
	This is a major activity – you should let the learners know whether they will complete it during class or in their own time.
Completed answers should be attached to the workbook.
They must individually, answer the following questions in full to show their competency of each element:
1. Establish a learning environment that reflects children’s interests
2. Provide opportunities that stimulate learning and development
3. Design, implement and evaluate learning experiences for children
4. Support children to participate

1. How have you modified and/or planned your indoor and outdoor learning environments in response to suggestions made by the children in your care?

Answers will vary and may include information on the following:

· Buildings
· Furniture
· Equipment
· Facilities
· Natural elements
· Physical spaces/areas
· Activities
· Colour schemes and use
· Textures
· Lighting
· Smells
· Sounds
· Tastes
· Displays
· Changes.

2. What are the most effective parts in the design of your indoor and outdoor environments and why?

Answers will vary and may include a combination of the following:

· Buildings
· Furniture
· Equipment
· Facilities
· Natural elements
· Physical spaces/areas
· Activities
· Colour schemes and use
· Textures
· Lighting
· Smells
· Sounds
· Tastes
· Displays
· Frequent changes.

3. Explain how you have taken into account the interests and abilities of each child in the design of you indoor and outdoor environments?

Answers will vary and may include information on the following:

· Age
· Developmental stage
· Physical ability
· Cognitive ability
· Other limitations such as medical conditions and religious observances.

4. What are the benefits of children using open-ended materials?

Answers should be in the learner’s own words, not copied and pasted from the learner guide.

Sense of well-being and competence

Allowing children, and adults for that matter, the opportunity to play with a wide range of materials immediately puts them at more ease than if they were sitting at a desk in a classroom with prescriptive materials such as a pencil, exercise book and a ruler because it relaxes rules and boundaries. Making a number of different materials available to them gives them a choice in selection. It forces them to make their own decisions based upon their own reasoning. It also enables them to learn through trial and error so that perhaps the first material they select does not have the intended effect; rather than viewing this as a failure, it gives them the chance to learn about the properties of the material through their own experience and forces them to try a different option. Without realising it, the child is automatically problem-solving using creative thinking. 

Many adults have a fear of failure or fear of the unknown because as children they were not given the opportunity to think for themselves or try different methods of completing tasks. Encouraging and nurturing children in their early years to take responsibility for their own learning and development helps them to develop a sense of well-being and achievement for the works they create and an ability to solve problems without actually realising it is a problem or a challenge. This independent thinking will help in adulthood as they will have the ability to work on their own initiative and strive for continuous improvement making them an asset to any employer.


Understanding is enhanced by direct experience

Everyone has different learning styles but it is readily confirmed by research that we gain a deeper understanding of a concept and a greater ability to perform a task if we have hands-on experience of actually doing it. Giving a child the materials to create something allows them to experience all the processes necessary to reach an end product.  Children retain more information if they have experienced for themselves what it is they are trying to remember because they can associate it with what they saw, what they smelled, what they touched and how it felt, what they heard, and what they tasted. By directly handling open-ended materials they can experience all of these things. 

Creating something themselves also encourages children to invest more care and thought into their product and take ownership of the challenge with which they are faced because it is created by their own ideas, thoughts and desires, not instructions given by somebody else.

Creative group work supports team work and learning from peers

When children are set a task to complete in a group a number of things happen. A leader usually emerges and roles and responsibilities are naturally assigned which gives each member of the group ownership of a particular element of the challenge. Things will not go according to the original plan and errors will be made; often these errors are not spotted by the person making them, rather another member of the team who will suggest an alternative method to complete the task. 

In individual tasks, a child may be struggling to solve a problem on their own with their chosen material or method and will see one of their peers succeeding but using a different material or method and will then take their idea to solve the problem. 

Working in a group challenge with a wide range of materials also encourages the development of vocabulary that would probably not be encountered or understood without the physical ability to create with such materials. For example, sticky, stiff, shiny, sharp, velvety, soft, smooth, tough, bendy, stretchy, scrunch, tear, balance, heavy, etc.

Children learn literacy, maths and science whilst experimenting with materials

Without realising it, by creating with a wide range of physical materials, natural and man-made, in group and individual settings, they are developing their communication skills, literacy levels, numeracy skills and scientific knowledge.  Physically handling and using materials enables children to understand their properties and what each is capable of doing or being, both alone and in conjunction with other materials. It also allows children to appreciate the three dimensional characteristics of materials thus developing their awareness of depth, space, area and weight. This depth of understanding is impossible just by looking at materials.
Using open-ended materials to create tangible things also promotes group discussion during and after the event and encourages children to evaluate and reflect upon their experiences. Using unfamiliar materials and asking children to create unique things naturally instigates new vocabulary and understanding.

Children learn to make their own connections

Skills and knowledge learned during one specific creative play task allows children to transfer this knowledge and experience to other situations and enables them to make connections and reinforce their understanding and learning of a particular concept. For example, a child may discover in one activity that wood floats on water but rocks sink and will be able to apply this understanding to future activities.

Inspiration and satisfaction for educators

To see children enjoying their learning and wanting to learn more on the back of what they have discovered for themselves encourages educators to plan and prepare more innovative tasks for the children in their care. An educator’s role and desire should be to see children making progress in learning and development and inspiring a thirst for more knowledge in all children they teach.

5. What are the most popular materials and resources with the children in your care and why?

Answers will vary depending on the group.

6. Describe a child in your care who has significantly developed due to being allowed to direct their own play and leisure experiences with peers. In what areas have they developed?

Answers will vary and may include a combination of the following:

· Play preferences
· Social skills
· Personality
· Physical ability
· Motivation
· Perseverance
· Attitude to learning
· Behaviour – both appropriate and inappropriate
· Tolerance levels of other children
· Additional needs
· Strengths and interests
· Learning styles.

7. How could peer scaffolding be potentially damaging to a child?

· Incorrect information could lead to regress in development and understanding of the child they are supporting
· The peer mentor may treat the child they are supporting as a lesser being which could damage their self-esteem and confidence in their ability to learn.

8. With the notes you made in activity 2B, explain how you encouraged the child to gain skill and competence by persevering with a developmentally significant activity. How long did it take for the child to gain the skill and competence and what challenges did both you and the child face during the process?

Answers will vary and should relate to the notes made in activity 2B. In a typical situation it would require repetition and practice for the child to develop in a particular area but requires encouragement and praise for the child to continue to develop.

9. How have you used intentional teaching in the delivery of your educational program?

Answers will vary but should include information that shows the planned activities were deliberate, thoughtful and purposeful.

Activities may include:

· Modelling and demonstrating
· Open questioning
· Speculating
· Explaining
· Using shared thinking
· Problem solving.

10. Through which of the routines embedded in your curriculum do you find children learn the most from and why?

Answers will vary but routines may include 
· Play experiences
· Peer assessment and feedback opportunities
· Presentations

11. When you completed activity 3A, in which you gathered information about the quality and appropriateness of the current program from the children within your care, did any of their views surprise you, and if so, what and why?

Answers will vary but the learner should show that they can be reflective and consider the views of the children.

12. What challenges did you face when developing the curriculum in consultation with educators and stakeholders?

Answers will vary and may include confrontations over content, resources, budgets, organisational philosophy, conflicts with the National Quality Standards and Learning Outcomes, needs and abilities of educators, qualifications of educators, etc.

13. What learning experiences have you included in your program to reflect children’s interests?

Answers will vary but should reflect information gathered in activity 3A.

14. How have you factored flexibility into the program to respond to unplanned children’s interests?

Answers will vary and may include clear sessions in the timetable, the ability to move activities around within the timetable, or spare activities that will probably not be used due to a plethora of unplanned children’s interests.

15. Following your findings from activity 3D, what amendments do you need to make to the educational program in terms of planned and unplanned teaching activities?

Answers will vary and must reflect the findings from activity 3D. There may be an increase and/or decrease in planned/unplanned activities in certain areas of the curriculum.

16. What activities of high interest have you encountered within your program that deserved and were afforded follow-up activities?

Answers will vary but follow-up activities should be interesting for the children as well as promoting their agency. Any activities that cover the developmental areas will suffice. 

17. How have you amended the educational program to include experiences and materials that were requested during consultation with children?

[bookmark: _GoBack]Answers will vary but the learner should give information of how they have planned and amended the program giving examples. 

18. Of the three unique children you documented in activity 4A, which struggles the most with their uniqueness and why?

Answers will vary. Uniqueness may include:

· Race/ethnicity
· Language
· Religion
· Disability/ability
· Emotional issues
· Intellect/talent
· Learning difficulties
· Interests
· Family background
· Play preferences
· Social and communication skills
· Personality
· Behaviour.

19. Identify the child in your group who needs the most encouragement and assistance to make a positive effort and explain why this is the case. How do you motivate him/her?

Answers will vary. 
Lack of motivation may be due to a number of factors including:
· Specific learning difficulty/difficulties
· Physical impairment/disability
· Medical condition
· Mental health/emotional issues
· Behavioural issues
· Extenuating domestic circumstances
· Cultural/language barriers.

       Attempts to motivate may include:
· Praise
· Encouragement 
· Timely marking and feedback 
· Rewards
· Specific strategies for the individual.

20. Of the three children with additional needs you identified in activity 4B, how have they responded to the additional support and/or attention you have implemented for them?

Answers will vary and may include progress and development made, a regression in progress, further poor behaviour, improved attendance, more willingness to participate in group activities, etc.

21. Identify a child within your group who repeatedly refuses or is reluctant to participate in a certain activity. Why is this the case and what have you done to try and encourage participation?

Answers will vary. Reasons may include:

· Shyness
· Language difficulties
· Physical disabilities
· Medical conditions such as asthma
· Religious observances
· Poor ability and low self-confidence
· Emotional issues
· Self-awareness of unique physical appearance such as being overweight or excessively short or tall
· Dislike of the activity
· Domestic issues
· Breakdown in friendship group
· Medical condition such as broken bones
· Illness
· Tiredness
· Negative emotional state.

       Encouragement may include:

· Meetings with parents
· Discussions with child
· Peer mentor/scaffolding
· Learning mentor
· Classroom assistant
· Modifications to the activity.
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