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TURF WEEDS RESEARCH WORKSHEET

In preparation for your Practical Assessment, you are required to identify and research a range of weeds that may affect turf. Collate your findings in the following table. You should identify at least five (5) types of weeds.

For each weed, you are to record:
· Provide its name (both common name and botanical name)
· Describe its characteristics 
· Identify how the weed is dispersed
· Explain appropriate weed treatments 

	Record number
	Botanical name
	Common name
	Characteristics
	Dispersal method
	Treatment

	
	FAMILY
	Genus
	species
	
	
	
	

	Example
	Fabaceae
	Medicago 
	polymorpha
	Burr Medic
	· Sprawling, broadleaf trifoliate type weed with deep tap root
· Serrated green leaves, long reddish creeping stems, small groups of pea size yellow flowers
· Prickly burrs which start green and dry to brown
	Easily spread seeds by animals, humans
	· Hand pulling
· Selective and non-selective herbicides

	1 
	Asteraceae
	Soliva
	sessilis
	Bindii
	· Prostrate mat forming habit
· Bright green in colour with small feathery leaves reminiscent of parsley
· Exposed upward-pointing rosette of tiny sharp-needled seeds in a pod nestled at the branch junctions
· Favours compacted ground

	· Seeds are easily spread by foot traffic and on the fur of animals
	· Hand pulling
· Selective and non-selective herbicides
· Iron sulphate – 2 tablespoons to 4.5litres of water


	2 
	Asteraceae
	Gnaphalium
	Sphaericum
	Cudweed
	· Rosette forming with glossy leaves grey/green on top and whitish/grey underneath
· Furry underside of leaf
· Fibrous roots
· Upright flower stem, flowers can be brown, pink or purple

	· Seeds spread by wind and are prolific in number

	· Dig out by hand when young, small and easy to remove
· Selective herbicides with surfactant added to the mix to aid the herbicide to stick to the leaves
· 2 applications of selective herbicide 6-8 weeks apart may be required
· Practices that encourage thick, dense turf growth are the best ways to limit and prevent cudweed


	3 
	Oxalidaceae
	Oxalis
	Corniculate
	Creeping Oxalis
	· Prostrate growth habit with light green heart shaped leaves similar in appearance to clover
· Plants reproduce by developing an underground network of small bulbs off a long tap root
· Flowers are small (about 3-4mm in diameter) and bright yellow in colour containing five petals


	· When seed pods mature they dry out and explode causing the seed to spread

	· Difficult to remove by hand as crowns break off leaving roots for re-growth
· Hand removal of small plants or digging out small sections may be effective
· Selective herbicides
· Practices that encourage thick, dense turf growth are the best ways to limit and prevent Creeping Oxalis


	4 
	Poaceae
	Eleusine
	indica
	Crowsfoot
	· Summer annual that grows in easy to identify tufts
· Plant stays fairly flat to the ground with almost white flat sheathed stems and smooth strap like leaves
· Spiked inflorescence with a similar appearance to that of a crows foot
· Extensive, tough root system

	· Reproduces from seeds which can be dispersed by water, animals, foot traffic or in contaminated soil

	· Chip out by hand ensuring that the entire plant is removed
· Selective herbicide


	5 
	Cyperaceae
	Cyperus
	rotundus
	Nut grass
	· Noxious weed belonging to the Sedge weed family
· New plants grow from nut-like tubers that develop on the underground rhizomes
· Usually a lighter shade of green and grows taller than the rest of the lawn
· Has 3 blades that shoot up from the stem which is triangular rather than circular like most grasses, blades can grow up to 50cm tall
· Roots can run very deep into the soil reaching as far as 20-30cm under the surface

	· Often introduced in contaminated soil brought in for garden beds or top-dressing lawns
· Can remain inactive in soil for long periods of time, a disruption of soil or the addition of nutrients or water may cause a dormant nut to begin to grow
· Has a creeping network of rhizomes and can spread from surrounding areas

	· Manual removal – do nut pull out Nut Grass plants as the stem may break off at ground level and new shoots will grow for rhizomes. Soften soil with water and gently loosen it with a garden fork before you carefully follow the roots, taking care to collect any rhizomes or tubers of the Nut Grass along the way
· Selective herbicide, repeated applications may be required
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