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TURF TYPES RESEARCH WORKSHEET

In preparation for your Practical Assessment, you are required to identify and research a range of warm and cool season grasses that may be used to establish turf. Collate your findings in the following table. You should identify at least five (5) grasses.

For each grass, you are to record:
· Provide its name (both common name and botanical name)
· Describe its characteristics (e.g. seed heads, ligules, auricles, collars, stolon/rhizome)
· Identify its common use (including advantages / disadvantages)
· Explain its method of establishment (including preferred mowing height, fertiliser requirements, watering and top-dressing needs)
· Identify its common pests, diseases and/or disorders

	Record number
	Botanical name
	Common name
	Season
	Characteristics
	Common use
	Establishment
	Common pests/ diseases/ disorders

	
	FAMILY
	Genus
	species
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Example
	Poaceae
	Agrostis
	capillaris
	Common Bent
	☐ Warm
☒ Cool
	· Dense growing fine leaf grass 
· Has rhizomatous and stoloniferours
· Panicle seedhead 
· Purple from a distance
· Ligule is short
	· All ball playing surfaces, including golf courses
· Temperature 16-24ºC
· High tolerance to shade, drought and traffic
	· Quick germination time within 10 days at 18 ºC
· Neutral to acidic soils
	Dollar spot

	1 
	Poaceae
	Bouteloua
	Dactyloides
	Soft leaf buffalo grass Sapphire®
	☒ Warm
☐ Cool
	· Softer leaf than the original buffalo grass
· Medium broad leaf up to 7mm wide which is rounded in appearance
· The broad leaf folds at a 90 degree angle 
· Spreading growth habit with both stolons and rhizomes
· Deep green colour
	· Popular for household lawns
· High tolerance to shade
· Hard wearing
· Low maintenance- lower thatch rate
· 
	· Once established it is drought tolerant but does require watering deeply to establish
· Best soils are loams, sandy loams and loamy sands
	Web worm or Army worm
African Black Beetle

	2 
	Poaceae
	Zoysia
	macrantha
	Mascarene grass
Empire®Zoysia
	☒ Warm
☐ Cool
	· Deep-rooted underground runner system
· Salt tolerant
· Creeping perennial plant
· Fine to medium tip with leaf size ranging from 4-7mm
· Light green in colour
· Spread vigorously by stolons and  
	· Deep roots allow turf to endure extreme climates such as heat, humidity and sub-zero temperatures
· Good for erosion control and sediment control measure
	· Requires regular watering for establishment but once established can maintain itself on little to no water
· Plant when weather is not too cold. Anytime in NSW or QLD
	Brown patch 
Curl grubs

	3 
	Poaceae
	Cybidib 
	dactylon
	Couch
	☒ Warm
☐ Cool
	· Fine pointy leaf tip
· Typical leaf size of less than 4mm
· Evasive growth habit with spreading rhizomes and stolons
	· Popular household lawn use based on low price
· Often used for sporting and recreational uses
· Durable- able to withstand wear and tear
· Quick repairability
· Soft
· High maintenance
· Not shade tolerant
	· Water frequently to establish and 
· Plant in areas that have at least 5-6 hours of sunshine/day
	Lawn grubs and army worms

	4 
	Poacaea
	Pennisetum
	clandestinum
	Kikuyu grass
	☐ Warm
☒ Cool
	· Medium leaf width
· Soft
· Bright green leaf colour
· Fast growing and therefore can be high maintenance
· Hardy and maintains beautiful green colour in winter
	· Popular for parks and ovals and homes that have heavy ear and tear requirements
· Drought hardy due to large prostrate runners
· Used for erosion control
	· Fertile, light to medium textured soils 
· Moderate drainage
· Moderate salinity
· pH 5.5 – 7.0
· Prefers sunny areas
	Kikuyu Yellows

	5 
	Poaceae
	Festuca
	arundinacea
	Tall Fescue
	☐ Warm
☒ Cool
	· Bunch type grass and does not have stolons
· Rhizome activity is minimal
· Extremely dark green colour all year round
· Shade tolerant
	· Used in cooler climates such as Victoria as it stays green all year round
· Used for sporting pitches and race cources 
· 
	· Turf can be laid all year round
· Low thatch production
· 
	Brown patch – fungal disease caused by Rhizoctonia
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