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	THEORY EXAM INSTRUCTIONS

· This exam will occur under standard assessment conditions.
· An oral examination may be allowed under certain circumstances. 
Answers will be documented and FT003 (Oral examination declaration form) must be completed.
· Participants must provide enough detail in their responses to demonstrate their knowledge and skills.
· Please fill in the details below, providing your name, signature and date of assessment.
· Your signature acknowledges that this is your own work.
· If a participant initially answers a question incorrectly but modifies their response, they must follow the instructions below:
· If a participant changes their response in writing, they must put their initials next to the written change.
· If a participant changes their response verbally, this must be noted on the exam paper by the assessor.
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	Assessor signature
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[bookmark: _Ref428791704]Identify four (4) details you would try to establish about the client’s design requirements.

	Answer
	Client background – culture, family, interests, priorities, goals and future plans. Planned use of the project, expectations of finished product and preferred design styles

Client budget & cost expectations or limitations. Contingency plans in case of budgetary overrun.

Client timeframe expectations and any time restraints or deadlines to be met. Client expected involvement in the project development.

Client specifications and preferences for the project including safety, quality, environment and sustainability, building materials, and anything else important to the client. Details of the site including location, environment, services, ground & soil conditions, flooding and drainage. 

	



[bookmark: _Ref497316899]In what format should the client’s design requirements be recorded?

	Answer
	Detailed project brief in the form of a clearly written and easy to understand report discussed with the client allowing input and feedback. Confirm they understand all details in report.
	



[bookmark: _Ref497316910]Describe how explaining a product’s strengths and limitations can ensure the client’s design needs are met.

	Answer
	Client will understand the best products will be sought for their needs. They will get best value and quality for money and be within their budget. Environmentally friendly, innovative and local materials are used where possible. They will be assured the product is suitable for the particular use.
	



[bookmark: _Ref497316911]Identify two (2) types of technical/product knowledge you should provide to a client who wishes to maximise sustainability.

	Answer
	Waste & water management

Energy use – climate control stragegies. 
	



[bookmark: _Ref497317156]Which of the following may be considered a restrictive covenant? 
Tick all that apply.

	Answer
	Choice
	Possible Answers
	
	
		Limit on building heights
	

	
		Limit on fence heights
	

	
		Limit on retaining wall heights
	




[bookmark: _Ref497317158]Why should your client be notified about restrictive covenants?

	Answer
	So they can design and plan within the covenant rules/regulations. Therefore not being in breach and risking legal action. They may need to change certain plans or expectations.
	



[bookmark: _Ref497317175]What document sets out what a client can build within the Council area?

	Answer
	City Plan
	



Q1.  [bookmark: _Ref497317585]Outline the requirements of the Work Health and Safety Act 2011 with regards to the design of buildings.

	Answer
	The design should not pose any health or safety risk to any persons using the building.
	



[bookmark: _Ref497317794]True or False (Tick your response): The client requesting a design from an architect automatically holds copyright of the design.

	Answer
		True 
	
	
	
		False 
	
	




[bookmark: _Ref497317801]Identify five (5) site features that would be identified when preparing a site plan.

	Answer
	Services
Vegetation
Layout
Existing buildings
Site access

	



[bookmark: _Ref497317805]Explain the role of a drilling rig in establishing site costs.

	Answer
	Drills the earth to test the ground condition for the foundations and identifies and problems that may incur extra cost to the client. 
	



[bookmark: _Ref497317816]Identify three (3) site works activities that may be conducted by the builder.

	Answer
	Setting out the site for construction 

Earthmoving

Creating safe access to and from the site for personnel, plant and equipment
	



[bookmark: _Ref497317822]Identify two (2) documents that a client would receive in relation to site investigations and costs.

	Answer
	Site Plan based on the site investigation showing site conditions

Site report detailing site conditions and recommendations of adequate foundations and costs involved
	




[bookmark: _Ref497318510]Identify two (2) disclaimers you may need to give a client with regards to site costs.

	Answer
	If ground conditions are found to be poor and require strengthened foundations resulting in increased cost.

If block is sloping, additional levelling, cut, fill and retaining may be required at an additional cost
	



[bookmark: _Ref497318551]Outline why it is important that the requirements (including variation requests) for sketch plans and drawings should be accurately communicated to drafting personnel.

	Answer
	To ensure drafting personnel understand the client’s requirements and draft plans and sketches accurately to minimise cost of re-doing drawings and making changes. Saving time and cost. 
	



Q2.  [bookmark: _Ref497318560]What might be prepared by the architect to quickly and simply explore initial ideas for designs?

	Answer
	Concept drawing
	



Q3.  [bookmark: _Ref497318566]Name three (3) types of detailed plans that may be forwarded to the client for approval.

	Answer
	Plans

3D models

Elevations
	



Q4.  [bookmark: _Ref497318576]Name three (3) costing details that should be able to be established from sketch plans.

	Answer
	Floor area

Access

Facades

	



[bookmark: _Ref497318955]True or False (Tick your response): All documents should be sighted by the client, with details initialled.

	Answer
		True 
	
	
	
		False 
	
	




Q5.  [bookmark: _Ref428786304][bookmark: _Ref527019005]What of the following are preliminary contracts that a builder could ask a client to sign prior to signing the main contract? Tick all that apply.

	Answer
	Choice
	Possible Answers
	
	
		Estimate
	

	
		Handover certificate
	

	
		Quote
	




[bookmark: _Ref424211634]True or False (Tick your response): Pre-contract agreements may influence the final contract development.

	Answer
		True 
	
	
	
		False 
	
	




Q6.  [bookmark: _Ref495650885]Identify one (1) standardised commercial building contract and explain the maximum value of the work it may be used for.

	Answer
	Basic Works Contract maximum $80,000.00 for work performed on a detached dwelling, for example renovations, repair, removal or re-sitting. 
	



Q7.  [bookmark: _Ref424211517]Identify an appropriate standardised contract that would be appropriate for a house renovation exceeding $20,000.

	Answer
	Level 2 – renovation extension, and repair contract
	



[bookmark: _Ref497319233]Which of the following parties could preliminary contracts be submitted to for checking and recording? Tick all that apply.

	Answer
	Choice
	Possible Answers
	
	
		Contract association (e.g. Master Builders)
	

	
		Parliament
	

	
		Solicitor
	




Q8.  [bookmark: _Ref497319170]List two (2) permits that may need to be organised when preparing contract documents.

	Answer
	Building Permit

Electricity supply

	



Q9.  [bookmark: _Ref497319256]Outline the importance of preparing construction documents according to contract details.

	Answer
	To ensure compliance with the contract terms and conditions so as not to incur breach of contract or any regulations and legislation.

Services, subcontractors, materials and certifications are arranged in accordance with the contract and client’s expectations and timeframes.
	



[bookmark: _Ref496178409]For the purpose of development applications, describe how ‘development’ is defined in the legislation.

	Answer
	Carrying out building work

Carrying out plumbing or drainage work

Carrying out operational work

Reconfiguring a lot (i.e. subdivision)

Making material change of use of premises (i.de. starting a new use, re-establishing a use that has been abandoned or changing the intensity or scale of the use)
	


[bookmark: _Ref496178500]At which of the following stages would a development approval be sought? Tick your response.

	Answer
	Choice
	Possible Answers
	
	
		Town planning stage
	

	
		Building approval stage
	

	
		Construction stage
	

	
		Final certification stage
	




[bookmark: _Ref496178501]True or False (Tick your response): Building approval is separate to planning approval.

	Answer
		True 
	
	
	
		False 
	
	




[bookmark: _Ref428791707]True or False (Tick your response): Full approval is one type of approval that may be sought for the building approval stage.

	Answer
		True 
	
	
	
		False 
	
	




[bookmark: _Ref496179498]For each of the external specialists categories listed below, identify the information and documentation they may provide for an approval application.

	Answer
	External specialist
	Information and documentation provided
	
	
	Building surveyors, quantity surveyors and site surveyors
	Dial before you dig
Costing report
Aerial photos
Site photos
Site plans & drawings
Elevation plans
Cadastral (boundary) plans & information
Topography plan (detailed plan)
*Plans may include parts of neighbouring properties which may impact development

	

	
	Geotechnical and environmental specialists
	Soil/compaction test results & reports
Geotechnical report & plans for bearing capacity of soil
Methodology for footings and extra building supports if required
Environmental permits if required
Environmental impact study
Vegetation and watercourse plans and information including any protected areas or habitats
Sustainability features and information 
	

	
	Structural, mechanical and electrical engineers
	Building Specifications including but not limited to footings, roof trusses, frames, termite protection, electrical & fire safety etc
Scope of works
3D models
Floor/building elevation/section plans & drawings
Hydraulic/plumbing/drainage/electrical/engineering/detailed plans & drawings

	



[bookmark: _Ref496175209]Name two (2) documents that are required under legislation to support a development application.

	Answer
	Planning report and other technical reports demonstrating compliance with City Plan and (if required) the State planning Policy & State Development Assessment Provisions

Plans of the development
	



[bookmark: _Ref496179527]What documents are required by Council to support a development application (in addition to those under Q32. )?

	Answer
	Development services application

Erosion hazard assessment form

Land owner’s consent

Planning reports including the zone code, neighbourhood plan code & any relevant overlays. Report should demonstrate compliance with City Plan

Proposed plans including site plans, demolition plans, floor plans, detailed elevation plans 
	



[bookmark: _Ref496179700]When arranging for building approval through a building certifier, you must give them scaled and detailed plans. Who should these plans be prepared by?

	Answer
	Drafts person or architect
	



[bookmark: _Ref428791713]Name three (3) approvals that must be lodged through the Council, as opposed to through a building certifier.

	Answer
	Town planning matters that are NOT accepted development

Houses more than 9.5 metres high from natural ground level in most residential zones

Redevelopment or removal of heritage and character buildings 
	




[bookmark: _Ref428791708]What should be considered when developing a plan for the process of lodging approval applications?

	Answer
	Compliance with building approval authority requirements

Supporting documentation. Study council website for lodgement requirements

Compliance with Planning Act 2016 (QLD), City Plan

Stakeholder impacts and strategies to maximise their support for the development. Requirement of an impact assessment. Mitigating strategies if required

Client requirements and expectations

Lodgement fees
	



[bookmark: _Ref496179742]True or False (Tick your response): The plan in Q36. should be submitted for approval.

	Answer
		True 
	
	
	
		False 
	
	




[bookmark: _Ref496180136]The council assesses development under the application types listed below. Describe each assessment type and whether the public must be notified.

	Answer
	Assessment type
	Description
	
	
	Code assessment
	Assessed against all codes in the City Plan. Proposal must comply with all assessable benchmarks or provide acceptable information showing compliance with the purpose of the code

Does NOT require public to be notified
	

	
	Impact assessment
	· Required when there is a need to consider the impacts of the development
· 
· Assessed against all relevant codes identified in the assessment table Part 5 of City Plan and any other relevant parts of the City Plan.

Does require public to be notified
	



[bookmark: _Ref496180138]Identify two (2) stakeholders that may be impacted by a planning application. Describe the impact on each stakeholder and strategies that could be adopted to maximise their support of the planning application.

	Answer
	
	Stakeholder 1
	Stakeholder 2
	
	
	Stakeholder type
	Neighbours
	Local council
	

	
	Impact of planning application on stakeholder
	Height (e.g. blocking sunlight, invading privacy). Drainage (e.g. stormwater being re-directed to neighbouring properties, flooding).
Noise (e.g. insufficient acoustics, buildings too close) 
Excessive traffic
	Extra pressure on stormwater/sewerage/water infrastructure.
Increased traffic.
On-street parking.
Aesthetics.

	

	
	Strategies adopted to maximise stakeholder support
	Send letter detailing the proposed development and meet with neighbours well in advance of construction. Advise intended start date and site contact numbers. Discuss all aspects of the build and answer any questions.  Be flexible with design where possible. Commit to keep neighbours informed each step of the way and advise when excessive noise, activity or deliveries may be taking place.  Request letters of support for your development from neighbouring property owners.
	Have a sustainability plan in place e.g. Rainwater tanks, recycling, grey water system, greenspaces, on-site sewerage treatment system, water saving devices fitted through-out building

Ample on-site parking spaces with visitor parking. Safe access and egress of property with turn-circles. Funding for turning lane into property if required.

Landscaping plan. Conservation of any existing vegetation where possible. Development design in keeping with the character of the locality. 
	




[bookmark: _Ref496180497]Identify the Council documentation that outlines whether your proposal will require an impact assessment.

	Answer
	City plan

· Zone map
· Neighbourhood plan
· Overlay map
· Planning Regulation 2017
· Planning Act 2016

	



[bookmark: _Ref496180556]Name three (3) projects that are always deemed ‘accepted development’.

	Answer
	Building work if in the Commercial character building overlay. If building work involving only demolition internal to an existing building to facilitate internal building work or a fit-out.

Reconfiguring a lot. If involving road widening or a truncation required as a condition of a development approval.

Any development. If required to be carried out by a lawful order or instruction issued under any legislation.

	


[bookmark: _Ref496180558]True or False (Tick your response): Projects that are ‘accepted development, subject to requirements’ do not need anything in writing from the Council to commence the activity, provided that a self-assessment has been carried out to ensure compliance with the relevant code.

	Answer
		True 
	
	
	
		False 
	
	




[bookmark: _Ref495585144]Other than legislation relating to planning, name two (2) types of building legislation/requirements considered during the building approval process.

	Answer
	Building Code of Australia

QBCC Industry Standards
	



[bookmark: _Ref496190624]During the building approval process, which of the following issues are considered under various codes and regulations? Tick all that apply.

	Answer
	Choice
	Possible Answers
	
	
		Building is soundly/safely designed and constructed 
	

	
		Degree of fire safety
	

	
		Energy and water efficiency standards
	

	
		Protection from pests
	

	
		Sewerage and drainage
	




[bookmark: _Ref496191791]Identify and describe two (2) industry standards that you may refer to when preparing a building application (e.g. to address Q44.).

	Answer
	Standard number
	Description
	
	
	AS/NZS 3500
	Plumbing and Drainage
	

	
	AS 3786
	Smoke Alarms
	



[bookmark: _Ref496191792]Identify and describe two (2) regulations that you may refer to when preparing a building application.

	Answer
	Regulation name
	Description
	
	
	Building Regulation 2006
	Set out mandatory obligations relating to inspections, building permits, technical requirements and other administrative provisions requirements
	

	
	Planning Regulation 2017 (QLD)
	Supports the Planning Act 2016 and outlines rules and regulations regarding the carrying out of building work.
	




[bookmark: _Ref495585145]Describe the importance of using document control processes when submitting an application.

	Answer
	Using an efficient document control system will ensure all documents are the most current version and are all complete. It will enable you to manage the documentation and confirm that ALL relevant paperwork is included before lodging, reducing the risk of losing any important documents. It will also assist in tracking documents and monitoring the application status once lodged. Documents will be saved and stored in the correct manner so they are easily available when required. 
	



[bookmark: _Ref496190746]How the currency of a plan determined?

	Answer
	There will be a date and revision number on the plan.
	



[bookmark: _Ref496190819]True or False (Tick your response): To ensure continuing progress of your application, you should confirm the application status at appropriate intervals.

	Answer
		True 
	
	
	
		False 
	
	




[bookmark: _Ref496190729]Identify (and name, if applicable) whether there is an electronic portal used to check applications submitted to Council?

	Answer
	The Brisbane City Council has a portal on its website called PD Online.
	


[bookmark: _Ref496191097]Order the following stages from 1 to 6 to identify the application assessment process used by the Council.

	Answer
	Stage Number
	Stage
	
	
	6
	Appeals
	

	
	1
	Application
	

	
	5
	Decision and conditions
	

	
	3
	Information request
	

	
	4
	Public notification
	

	
	2
	Referrals
	




[bookmark: _Ref496191099]True or False (Tick your response): If a planning application is incomplete at the time of lodgement, the Council will always issue a ‘not properly made’ action notice.

	Answer
		True 
	
	
	
		False 
	
	




[bookmark: _Ref496191103]The applicant has how many business days to comply with an action notice?

	Answer
	20 business days
	



[bookmark: _Ref496191125]Identify three (3) common application problems.

	Answer
	Unacceptable impacts the project may have on the environment i.e. vegetation, waterways and/or any nearby properties, people or public spaces e.g. excessive noise, overshadowing

Submissions from the public raising concerns about the development

Owners consent not gained or 0nly partially gained 
	



[bookmark: _Ref496191130]True or False (Tick your response): When considering an appeal, the applicant should seek private legal advice.

	Answer
		True 
	
	
	
		False 
	
	



[bookmark: _Ref496191135]Minor amendments to an application should be negotiated with which of the following parties? Tick all that apply.

	Answer
	Choice
	Possible Answers
	
	
		Approval authority
	

	
		Client
	

	
		Organisation
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