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TURF TYPES RESEARCH WORKSHEET

In preparation for your Practical Assessment, you are required to identify and research a range of warm and cool season grasses (i.e. turf species and cultivars) that may be used for playing surfaces. Collate your findings in the following table. You should identify at least five (5) grasses.

For each grass, you are to record:
· Provide its name (both common name and botanical name)
· Describe its characteristics (e.g. preferred mowing height, fertiliser requirements, watering and top-dressing needs)
· Identify its common use (including advantages / disadvantages)
· Identify its common pests, diseases and/or disorders

	Record number
	Botanical name
	Common name
	Season
	Characteristics
	Common use
	Common pests/ diseases/ disorders

	
	FAMILY
	Genus
	species
	
	
	
	
	

	Example
	Poaceae
	Agrostis
	capillaris
	Common Bent
	☐ Warm
☒ Cool
	· Requires regular lawn mowing during the growing season (e.g. December to April in Australia)
· Prefers to be cut at very low 
heights
· Neutral to acidic soils
· Water and nutrient requirements need careful monitoring
	· All ball playing surfaces, including golf courses
· Temperature 16-24ºC
· High tolerance to shade, drought and traffic
	Dollar spot

	1 
	Poaceae
	elymus
	E. repens
	couch
	☒ Warm
☐ Cool
	· known for its drought and wear tolerance, softness underfoot, greener colour and water efficiency. 
· can be planted at any time of the year but establishes quicker during spring when the growing season is rife.
· During summer and spring: Mow Couch grass twice a month at a height of about 18mm-25mm.during winter and autumn: Mow Couch grass once a month (sometimes less) at a height of 25mm-30mm (5mm – 10mm higher in shaded areas).
	· Can be used in variety of areas as very durable such as sport fields, airports, public parks and backyards 
	Dollar Spot is one fungal disease which can affect different Couch grasses.

	2 
	Poaceae

	Pennisetum
	P. clandestinum

	kikuyu
	☒ Warm
☐ Cool
	· A rough, perennial, drought- resistant lawn grass that is very leafy and deeply rooted. It grows on loam, clay, alluvial and fertilized sandy soils. 
· The leaves of Kikuyu grass have pointed leaf tips and flat leaf blades. Leaves are 10 – 150 millimetres long and 1 – 5 millimetres wide
· highly competitive and therefore cannot be planted with other grasses.
	· Household lawns 
· Very common on farms as low maintenance and can handle being trampled 
	Kikuyu yellows is a fungal disease that infects the root system, causing root rot and grass death in distinct circular patterns

	3 
	Poaceae
	Zoysia
	Z. Tenuifolia
	zoysia
	☒ Warm
☐ Cool
	· have a relatively fine leaf up to 5mm wide and 40-50mm long which is soft to touch
· noted for their relatively slow growth rate which reduces the frequency that mowing is needed.
	· Common in coast regions due to it’s high tolerance of salinity  
· Used for golf courses and for grazing animal stocks
	· Chinch bugs are the most damaging insect pest in zoysia grass

	4 
	Poaceae


	lolium
	L. perenne
	Rye 
	☐ Warm
☒ Cool
	· ryegrass is hairless and has bright green, narrow leaves. 
· The leaves are shiny, especially on the back of the blade. It has a wide ligule, long auricles and the emerging leaf is folded 
	· Considered the best cool-season perennial pasture grass as it's both valuable and can grow rapidly.
	Perennial Rye Grass Staggers (PRGS) is a common condition of cattle, sheep, camelids, and horses in many regions of Australia.It tends to occur in late summer and autumn and is caused by a fungus found within the rye grass plant.

	5 
	Poaceae
	Festuca
	Festuca arundinacea
	fescues
	☐ Warm
☒ Cool
	· It is coarse bladed and dense, and grows well is shady areas. It also has a dense root system, which makes it very resilient to drought conditions. This, along with it's tolerance of shade, makes Tall Fescue a desirable grass in seed mixtures for home lawns.
	· Livestock pastures 
· Commercial landscaping 
· Public parks 
· Household lawns 
	· PYTHIUM BLIGHT usually occurs in late spring when there are hot days, warm nights and plenty of rain. You may be able to see the white fungal growth at the edges of a dead patch of grass. 
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