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TURF WEEDS RESEARCH WORKSHEET

In preparation for your Practical Assessment, you are required to identify and research a range of weeds that may affect turf. Collate your findings in the following table. You should identify at least five (5) types of weeds.

For each weed, you are to record:
· Provide its name (both common name and botanical name)
· Describe its characteristics 
· Identify how the weed is dispersed
· Explain appropriate weed treatments 

	Record number
	Botanical name
	Common name
	Characteristics
	Dispersal method
	Treatment

	
	FAMILY
	Genus
	species
	
	
	
	

	Example
	Fabaceae
	Medicago 
	polymorpha
	Burr Medic
	· Sprawling, broadleaf trifoliate type weed with deep tap root
· Serrated green leaves, long reddish creeping stems, small groups of pea size yellow flowers
· Prickly burrs which start green and dry to brown
	Easily spread seeds by animals, humans
	· Hand pulling
· Selective and non-selective herbicides

	1 
	Sadges
	Cyperus 
	rotundus
	Nut Grass
	Fine leaves that sprout outwards from a centre point into a circular motion. 
Bright green and long blades that shoot up taller than the rest of your lawn. 
A cluster of seeds can form at the tips of the blade. 
Nut-like Tubers can be found on the roots of the plant. 
	Easily spreads seeds by animals, humans. 
If hand pulled from soil will drop its nut-like Tuber which will regrow. 
	Hand pulling – need to ensure all roots and bulbs are not left in soil. 
Herbicides are the most effective option. Herbicides Such as  Nufarm Sempra are recommended. 

	2 
	Grasses
	Dactyloctenium
	aegyptium
	Crows Foot 
	A low clustering grass like weed that resembles the footprint left by birds. 
Thin shoots stick upwards with lines of seeds sprouting outwards from the tip. 
	Easily spread by animals, birds, breeze and water.
	The best way to remove crows foot grass is to chip out by hand. 
Can also treat individual tufts with poison such as round up. 
Pre-emergent Herbicides such as Spartan are recommended. 

	3 
	Grasses
	Aristida 
	stricta
	Wire Grass
	A cluster of tall thin leaves with a thickened hairy base. 
Stems are fine with stiff and flat leaves. 
seed head is open with several fine branchlets bearing a silky haired seeds. 
	Reproduces by seed. Can be spread by wind, water, animals and vehicles. 
	Apply roundup with a paintbrush so you touch only the weed grass. 
Herbicides such as Amgrow winter grass killer and Bin-Die selective lawn weeder are available. 
Wick- wiping is recommended for larger infestations so that the herbicide is directly physically targeted.

	4 
	Grasses
	Paspalum 
	dilatatum
	Paspalum / Crowngrass 
	Leafy shoots coming from a central crown. 
Can have purplish colouring. 
Long thin stems stick up with seeds heads branching at the tip. Seeds can be black in colour. 
	Spread by seed. Dispersed by water, stock and clothing. 
	Non-selective herbicides such as roundup applied to the leaf with a paintbrush. 
Many herbicides are not safe for buffalo lawns. 
Post emergent herbicide is recommended such as Tribute. 


	5 
	Legumes
	Trifolium
	repens
	Clover
	A ground covering with compound leaves, usually with three toothed leaflets. 
small fragrant flowers are crowned into dense, nearly spherical heads. Flowers can be white, pink, red or yellow. 
	Clover produces seed which can be spread by animals or humans. 
It also spreads by taking root along its creeping stems. 
	Herbicides are effective for the treatment of Clover 
Yates have bindii and clover lawn weedkiller. 
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