Case Study on Information Gathering
[bookmark: _GoBack]In the previous chapter we looked at three different ways to collect data about the children; discussing with the children’s families, asking the children themselves and observing the children. If you have gathered information in all three ways, you will need to analyse the information together. Do your findings from each methods support each other? 
Elsie’s example
From the day Elsie started at your service, you have implemented a ‘daily diary’ system. In this diary, you add notes each day regarding what she has done that day. For example, ‘Elsie counted to five today’ or ‘Elsie wrote her name today’. To this diary, her parents can add notes about what Elise does and says at home. For example, ‘Elsie told us she had lots of fun skipping with Amy today’ or ‘Elsie mentioned she struggled with the alphabet today’. 
You also hold monthly family meetings, inviting Elsie’s parents to discuss her progress. You have had meetings with Elsie’s parents and have kept a record of what was discussed. For example, in the most recent meeting Elsie’s parents talked about how she seems to have made more friends and talks about the service all the time. She seems to be really enjoying it. She is practising her counting at home but is struggling with the alphabet. 
You have also been observing Elsie within her daily activities, interacting with her and asking her relevant questions. You have noticed that she chooses to play with the skipping ropes regularly, usually with Amy. Elsie tends to daydream when learning about the alphabet but is very keen when the group are counting. She also particularly enjoys playing in the sand pit, but hates mud. When asked what she likes to do, Elsie refers to skipping with Amy, running, singing, counting and drawing. When asked what she doesn’t like to do, she refers to reading and learning the alphabet. 
By combining all of the information that you have collected, you will be able to work out Elsie’s interests, strengths and weaknesses.

