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INCIDENT / INJURY / ILLNESS REPORT FORM

	GENERAL

	Date
	4/11/24

	Submitted by
	Elise Painter

	INCIDENT DETAILS

	Notification of
	  Death
	  Dangerous incident
	  Serious injury / illness 

	Incident date
	4/11/24

	Incident location
	Warehouse roof

	Description of incident
	A 40-year-old labourer/helper died when he fell through an opening in a warehouse roof. He fell approximately 8m to the floor below.

The employer was demolishing the roof of the warehouse portion of a commercial building. Work was done at night because the coal tar on the roof would release hazardous gases if disturbed in the heat of the day. The site had adequate halogen lighting. None of the workers on the job were using fall protection.

After the roofing material was removed, 1.5m x 2.5m sheets of plywood were exposed. Any damaged sheets needed to be replaced. The helper’s job was to follow the workers who were replacing the plywood, and to pick up the damaged sheets of plywood they had removed. He disposed of them in a chute.

On this evening, one worker had removed a sheet of damaged plywood, but had run out of nails to attach the replacement plywood. He walked away to get more nails. The opening where the damaged plywood had been left unguarded. The crew was not informed that it was temporarily unguarded. The opening was covered by silver-coloured insulation inside the roof.

The helper came along, picked up the sheet of damaged plywood, and headed for the chute. He stepped into the opening, ripped through the insulation, and fell. 

	INJURY / ILLNESS DETAILS

	Injured party name
	James Doe

	Description of injury / illness
	Fatal fall from height

	Treatment given
	Ambulance was called and first aider attended the scene. Following this, we immediately halted all work in the area and secured the site to prevent any further access to the hazard zones. Crew members have been debriefed, and initial safety measures, including barrier installation around all openings, are now in place.

	CONTROL MEASURES

	Corrective action required 
	· Investigation: Reviewed safety protocols, interviewed crew, checked for PPE compliance
· Preventive Measures: Implemented mandatory fall protection, signage for unguarded openings

	Person to action
	Supervisor and project manager
	When
	  Immediately
  Within 24 hours
  Within 7 days
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