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	Worksheet - AHCTRF305 Renovate sports turf

SPORTS TURF TYPES RESEARCH WORKSHEET

In preparation for your Practical Assessment, you are required to identify and research a range of sports turf surfaces – in particular, the grasses that may be used for them and their maintenance requirements. Collate your findings in the following table. You should identify at least five (5) different sports turf surfaces.

For each sports turf surface, you are to record:
· A grass commonly used for the surface – providing its name (both common name and botanical name)
· Explain why this grass is used for the surface type (i.e. advantages / disadvantages)
· Identify scheduling requirements for planting, care and renovation

	Record number
	Sports turf surface
	Botanical name
	Common name
	Advantages / Disadvantages
	Scheduling

	
	
	FAMILY
	Genus
	species
	
	
	

	Example
	Golf course
	Poaceae
	Agrostis
	capillaris
	Common Bent
	· All ball playing surfaces, including golf courses
· Temperature 16-24ºC
· High tolerance to shade, drought and traffic
	· Planting: Quick germination time within 10 days at 18 ºC
· Care: The first mowing should be when there is uniform turf coverage with a height from 1/4 to 3/8 inch and definitely not more than a 1/2 inch.
· Renovation: Most golf courses aerate two to three times a year. Once in the spring, early summer and autumn. Topdressing varies depending on management style - from light weekly applications to once a month when verti-cutting.

	1 
	Golf course fairways
	Poaceae
	Pennisetum
	clandestinum
	Kikuyu
	· Bright green leafy colour
· Ability to withstand heat and humidity
· Soft feel
· Can grow in very poor soil types

· Requires high amounts of maintenance to maintain its short, soft feel due to its high growth rates in the warmer months

· Prone to heavy thatch
	Planting: Germination of seed is typically 10-14 days in warm conditions where temperatures are over 18 degrees
Sprigging and laying of sod in the warm season initially requires regular water but as the growth increases this will diminish
Care: The first mowing should be done once there is a uniform coverage or when the sprigs/sod has settled in place. The first mow should not be more than 1/3 of the blade length
Renovation: Verti mowing in the growing season to control thatch and sponginess. 

	2 
	Golf course collars / surrounds
	Poaceae
	Festuca
	arundinacea
	Tall Fescue
	· Relatively good heat tolerance
· Good shade tolerance
· Good disease resistance

· Has very limited ability to self repair due to its bunch growth habit
	Planting: Germination of seed has best results in Spring and Autumn.
Care: Tall fescue needs to remain approximately 5-8cm in length, lower mowing is not recommended
Renovation: because of its bunch growing habit, dethatching is not generally required. Periodic overseeding is recommended though.

	3 
	Golf course fairways
	Poaceae
	Digitaria
	didactyla
	Blue Couch
	· Can withstand drought 
· Can handle poor soil types
· Can withstand high amounts of wear and tear
· Bright dark green in colour
· Can tolerate acidic soils

· Poor performance in shade areas

· Slow germination rates in cooler climates
	Planting: Laying of sod in warm growing months is ideal. Regular watering is required until the turf has settled.
Care: The first mow should be once the newly laid turf has settled in place. First mow should be no more than 1/3 of the blade length.
Renovation: Aeration of fairways in Spring to enable water to penetrate the soil profile and roots

	4 
	Golf course fairways
	Poaceae
	Zoysia
	Emerald
	Zoysia
	· Requires less water than many other turf types (deep rooted)
· Very high heat tolerance
· High pest resistance

· Can be slow to establish

· Not suitable in cold climates

· Has a brown colour in the winter dormancy period
	Planting: Generally established by sod or plugs in the warm season. 
Care: it is a very tough grass and initial mowing can be difficult. Once established it is best to keep to approximately one inch in length
Renovation: due to its toughness, it is recommended to verti mow each year to reduce thatch levels

	5 
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Golf course rough areas
Golf course greens surrounds
	Poaceae
	Festuca
	rubra
	Red fescue
	· Very shade tolerant
· Requires little maintenance
· Pleasing appearance of unmowed fine fescue in rough areas

· Weed control can be difficult when undesired weeds get into the bunch grass nature of fine fescues

· Not good in high traffic areas
	Planting: germination from seed is 14-21 days, depending on the climate
Care: Is generally left unmowed in rough areas. If mowed, it needs to be cut high with approximately 3 inches being a minimum. 
Renovation: Generally no renovation required, although periodic overseeding is recommended
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