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TURF WEEDS RESEARCH WORKSHEET

In preparation for your Practical Assessment, you are required to identify and research a range of weeds that may affect turf. Collate your findings in the following table. You should identify at least five (5) types of weeds.

For each weed, you are to record:
· Provide its name (both common name and botanical name)
· Describe its characteristics 
· Identify how the weed is dispersed
· Explain appropriate weed treatments 

	Record number
	Botanical name
	Common name
	Characteristics
	Dispersal method
	Treatment

	
	FAMILY
	Genus
	species
	
	
	
	

	Example
	Fabaceae
	Medicago 
	polymorpha
	Burr Medic
	· Sprawling, broadleaf trifoliate type weed with deep tap root
· Serrated green leaves, long reddish creeping stems, small groups of pea size yellow flowers
· Prickly burrs which start green and dry to brown
	Easily spread seeds by animals, humans
	· Hand pulling
· Selective and non-selective herbicides

	1 
	Poaceae
	Poa
	Annua
	Winter grass
	· Bright green leaf which is very soft in its early life cycle
· Root system is very intensive
· Clumpy habit
· Grey-green flowers at the tips of the branches giving each group of flowers an open, triangular shape
· Quickly produce fluffly seed heads
	A fast grower and seeds prolifically to spread itself

Short life cycle of 6 weeks
	· Because of its short life cycle, it needs to be tackled all year round to keep on top of it
· Hand pulling individual weeds
· Treat very early with Wintergrass herbicide

	2 
	Cyoeraceae
	Cyperus 
	rotundus
	nutgrass
	· Long lived perennial
· Grows from underground tubers reaching as far as 20-30cm underground
· Member of the sedge family
· Can lay dormant underground for long periods
· Very narrow leaf grows up to 50 cm tall
· From summer to autumn mature nut grass put out elongated spiklets bearing small flowers and tiny seeds
	· Often introduced in contaminated soil brought in for top dressing lawns
· Disperses from tubers 
	· Dig up individual plants
· Do not pull out plants so they break off at ground level. Target small plants before they get a chance to develop an extensice rhizome network
· Selective herbicides containing halosulfuron-methyl
· Non-selective herbicides such as glyphosate

	3 
	Poaceae
	Eleusine
	indica
	Crowsfoot grass
	· Tufted with spreading or semi-upright stems that grow up to 60cm tall
· Hairless dark green shiny leaf blades
· Seed heads have a dozen or more spikes radiating like a windmill in late spring or early summer
	· Reddusg-brown seeds are shed spread by water, animals or contaminated soil
	· Dig up individual plants before they develop seed heads
· Preemergent herbicides such as spartan herbicide®
· Post emergent herbicide such as Bayer tribute®

	4 
	Poaceae
	Paspalum 
	dilatatum
	Paspalum
	· Tufted perennial weed found in the south eastern states
· Can grow to over a metre tall’
· Summer active weed that flowers from October to April
· 
	· Grows seed producing stems with 3-7 tassel-shaped seed bearing heads
· Produce sticky seeds that stick to animals and shoes
	· Can be killed in couch lawns with a selective herbicide.
· Cannot be killed in buffalo or kikuyu lawns
· Remove with sharp knife at the base of the plant cutting it underneath soil level and into the roots

	5 
	Asteraceae
	Taraxacum
	officinale
	Dandelion weeds
	· Green leaves edged with teeth that grow mostly flat to the ground
· Distinguished by bright yellow flowers that fade to form a white puffball
· Have a taproot up to 25cm long
· A thick brittle taproot that is easily split and any fraction left behind will regenerate
	Seed dispersal with wind currents
	Very careful digging and pulling

Broadleaf weed control such as Kamba-M®
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