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Excavator Hazard Identification and Risk Assessment 

Section 1 – Plant Hazard 

Section 2 – Where plant hazard exists  

Section 3 – When exposure is likely to occur, During Operation, Maintenance, or both. 

Section 4 – Consequences, Likelihood, and risk rating 

Section 5 – Existing controls and Comments 

Section 6 – Residual risk considering controls being implemented after considering applicable legislation, codes, standards, etc. 

                  

Hazard 
category 

Associated risk Exposure 
during risk 

Consequences Likelihood Risk rating Controls and Comments Consequences Likelihood Risk rating 

Striking          
Uncontrolled 
or unexpected 
movements of 
plant, 
components, 
or material 

Normal operation 
of machine 

During 
Operation 

Major Likely Very High Ensure audible travel 
arms are operational 
always 

Major Rare High 

Crushing          
Moving 
Components 

Access doors During 
operation & 
maintenance 

Moderate Possible High  Do not place hands, 
fingers, or other 
appendages where 
moving parts can crush 
or draw in, observe plant 
Warning and Danger 
signs on machine. 

Moderate Rare Moderate 

Electricity 
Shock or 
Burns 
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Isolation of 
electrical 
energy 
sources 

Electrical 
equipment in 
excavator, 
including 
maintenance, 
servicing of 
machine 

During 
operation & 
maintenance 

Substantial Possible Very High Use of mandatory 
isolation and lock out 
procedure whilst 
servicing electrical 
equipment on machine 

Substantial Rare High 

Slips/trips/ 
falls 

         

Uneven or 
slippery work 
or access 
surfaces 
entering or 
exiting plant 

Access or exiting 
Excavator 

During 
operation & 
maintenance 

Moderate Possible High Ensure excavator is kept 
clean from all grease and 
oils. 
Ensure all entry/exit 
surfaces are non-slip. 
Three-point contact 
when entering and 
exiting. Handrails fitted 
for access to filler point 

Moderate Rare Moderate 
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