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PLANT RESEARCH WORKSHEET

In preparation for your Practical Assessment, you are required to identify and research a broad range of plants. Collate your findings in the following table. You should identify plants of a wide variety. These plants can be found in your area or from plant nursery stockists. Include:
· At least three (3) trees
· At least three (3) shrubs
· At least two (2) groundcovers
· At least three (3) palms
· At least three (3) vines. 

For each plant, you are to record:
· Provide its name (both common name and botanical name)
· Describe its habits and features
· Identify its common pests, diseases and/or disorders
· Explain corrective action treatments for the pests, diseases and disorders identified 

Tips:
· You may take photos to assist with your research
· Nursery plant labels contain lots of valuable information to assist your research

	Record number
	Botanical name
	Common name
	Mature height/ width
	Habit
	Special features
	Cultural requirements and tolerances
	Common pests/ diseases/disorders 
(and suitable treatments)

	
	FAMILY
	Genus
	species
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Example
	RUTACEAE
	Murraya
	paniculata
	Mock Orange

Rain tree
	3m
	Small tropical evergreen shrub
	Glossy green foliage with dense growth suitable for hedging/ privacy screening 

Profuse clusters of small white highly scented flowers
	Warm climate, sunny position/ aspect 

Well drained soils
	Stem borer: Controlled by regular pruning

Phytophthora – root rot fungus: Use a Fungicide (e.g. Yates Anti Rot)

Sulphur deficiency: Caused from pH imbalance/lack of water requiring correction

	1 
	BIGNONIAS

	Jacaranda 
	mimosifolia
	Blue Jacaranda 
	To 10m
	Fast growing semi-evergreen tree with attractive ferny Foliage. 
	In spring and early summer, larger drooping bunches of lilac-blue tubular flowers create a spectacular display
	Full Sun. 

Moist, well drained soil, rich in organic matter. 
	Aphids and scale insects: controlled with regular insecticide. 
(Yates Baythroid Advanced)

Oleander scorch disease; no cure. 

	2 
	RUBIACEAE
	Randia
	fitzalanii
	Native Gardenia 
	6-10m Height

2-4m Width
	Australian Rain Forest evergreen tree.
	In spring, clusters of highly perfumed, small, white, tubular flowers are produced along the stems. These are followed by large yellow fruit which are edible when soft. 
	Full Sun / Part Shade. 

Water well during dry spells and Fertilise regularly during growing season. 
	Spider mites; use insecticide. 
(Yates Baythroid Advanced)

Birds eat the fruit; cover fruit with netting to protect. 

Incorrect Soil pH: apply sulphur. 

Lack of nutrience; plants are heavy feeders.  Lack of nutrients shows quickly. 

	3 
	SAPINDACEAE
	Acer
	palmatum
	Japanese Maple
	3.5 x 3m
	A Small dense tree with excellent year-round colour. 
	Five lobed, rich crimson-red new leaves which turn bronze-purple in Summer. 
	Prefers a moist, well drained soil. 
Leaves may suffer scorch in very hot sun so should not be planted in exposed areas where hot summer winds may stress the tree. 
	Aphids and mites ;  controlled with insecticides. (Yates Baythroid Advanced)

Japanese maple scale is a common pest; prune out infested branches and stay up to date with insecticides


	4 
	RUTACEAE 
	Murraya
	paniculata
	Murraya Min a Min – Dwarf mock orange
	1m x 1m
	A dwarf variety of Mock orange with compact dense green foliage. 
	Scented flowers in spring and summer, like the leaves the flowers are smaller than on regular Mock oranges, and lighter-scented.
	Needs a warm frost-free location, and regular watering
Mulch and water regularly until the plant is established, usually around 12 weeks. Prune as required after flowering to maintain shape, and fertilise with a slow release fertiliser in spring.
	Can have a Nutrient deficiency with iron from excessive watering. 
spider mites, mealybugs, and scale insects can cause yellowing of the leaves.  Controlled with insecticides (Yates Baythroid Advanced)


	5 
	VERBENAS
	Duranta
	erecta
	Gold Foliaged Form / Golden Dewdrop
	Height to 3m,
Width to 1m 
	Shrub with Golden Leaves ideal for hedges, patio pots or foliage contrast 
	Small blue flowers during spring, which often coincide with the orange berries.
	Thrives in sunny to partly shaded position in moist, well drained soil. 
Responds well the pruning.  
Avoid Frost.  
	Is susceptible to mealy bugs, white flies, and scale, all of which can be treated with insecticidal soap or neem oil.

	6 
	MYRTACEAE
	Metrosideros
	collina 
	Little Ewan / Little Dugald
	Less than 1m Height, 
Width 1m
	A very low growing dense evergreen Shrub. It can be grown as a container plant, low hedge or compact foreground shrub
	Can flower several times a year, mainly in late spring and summer and the bright red nectar laden flowers are attractive to native birds. 
	Easy to grow in full sun or part shade in most soil conditions, tolerating medium to light frost and is wind and drought hardy. 
It is especially suited to exposed seaside due to its salt tolerance. 
	Is generally a pest and disease free plant. 

Can develop root rot in poorly drained or very wet soils. Ensure planting in well drained soil. 

	7 
	CRASSULACEAE
	Sedum (x hybrida) 
	spurium
	Green Mound
	0.1m Height, 1m Width
	Idea ground cover and useful for adding colour to borders, patio pots and hanging baskets.

	A mounding sedum featuring tiny lush green rosettes and sunny yellow star flowers
	Grow in sunny position in well drained soil.  Fertilise occasionally with a slow release fertiliser. 
	 Sedums are susceptible to mealybugs and aphids when kept as houseplants. Soapy water can be effective for smaller infestations if you don't have access to any rubbing alcohol or pest spray such as Yates Scale Gun. 


	8 
	AIZOACEAE
	Mesembry-anthemum
	cordifolium
	Pigface
	0.1m Height, 1m Width
	An easy to grow, trailing plants. Ideal for groundcover for dry sunny banks or rockeries. 
	Succulent leaves and masses of red, daisy like flowers. 
	Full Sun, requires rich, well drained soil. 
Will tolerate dry periods. 
Liquid fertilise after flowering 
	The most common pests that may affect Red Pigface include aphids, snails, and slugs.
Use pesticide such as Hortico Snail and slug pellets and Yates Pyrethrum. 

	9 
	ARECACEAE
	Dypsis
	lutescens
	Golden Cane palm / areca Palm
	10m Height
	Ideal palm as a potted specimen in a bright position indoors or outdoors in warm, tropical climates. 
	A multi stemmed palm with golden stems, long fronds of bright green leaves and an attractive clumping habit 
	Grow outdoors in a sunny warm position in moist, well drained soil or indoors in a brightly lit spot. Feed indoor plants with liquid fertiliser. 
	Spider mites and scale. Keep your plant healthy and wash/wipe leaves monthly to prevent pests.
Treat with pesticides such as Yates Scale Gun. 


	10 
	ARECACEAE
	Archontophoenix
	alexandrae
	Alexandra Palm 
	To the height of 30m with a trunk up to 30cm diameter
	A tall handsome palm ideal for landscaping around pools, as a feature plant or lawn specimen. 
	With a smooth trunk, slightly swollen at the base, it keeps a graceful appearance. On mature specimens, creamy flowers form below the crown shaft. 
	Grow in a sunny to partly shaded position outdoors in moist, well drained soil. Indoors choose a spot with filtered sun. keep soil moist in summer and fertilise with a slow release fertiliser. 
	Spider mites and scale. Keep your plant healthy and wash/wipe leaves monthly to prevent pests.
Treat with pesticides such as Yates Scale Gun
Leaf spot can be present in young plants, treat with fungicides such as Yates Leaf Curl Copper Fungicide.

	11 
	ARECACEAE
	Archontophoenix
	cunning-hamiana
	Bungalow Palm
	20 metres tall,
3 metres wide
	A large size palm able to be grown indoors or outdoors. 
	A graceful palm that will grow to become tall and robust outdoors 
	Grow indoors in a light, airy position. Grow outdoors in full sun. 
tolerant of cooler climates. Fertilise regularly. Sponge fronds of indoor plants to keep dust free
	Spider mites and scale. Keep your plant healthy and wash/wipe leaves monthly to prevent pests.
Treat with pesticides such as Yates Scale Gun
Leaf spot can be present in young plants, treat with fungicides such as Yates Leaf Curl Copper Fungicide.

	12 
	CAPRIFOLIACEAE
	Lonicera
	periclymenum
	English honey-suckle 
	4-5m height
2-3m Wide
	A great space saving climber for your garden.  Excellent background and ideal for privacy screening. 
	Semi-evergreen climber bearing attractive, richly fragrant flowers.  Flowers are white on opening and then age to pale yellow. 
	Moderate water once established. 
suits most soil types. 
Plant in warm sunny position protected from frost. Provide support frame to allow climbing. 
	Aphids and scale can be treated with pesticides such as Yates Scale Gun. 


	13 
	BIGNONIACEAE
	Pandorea
	jasmonoides
	Bower of beauty 
	4.5m Height
2-3m Wide
	A quick growing climber which will beautify fences, walls and pergolas with its luxuriant growth
	Twining evergreen climber which in spring and summer is smothered in a mass of deep pink trumpet flowers. 
	Thrives in sunny to partly shaded positions in well drained soil. 
tolerates light frost. 
regular pruning and hard pruning after flowering is beneficial. 
	Red spider mites, aphids and caterpillars can damage foliage. 
use pesticides such as Yates scale gun or Yates Baythroid Advanced


	14 
	BIGNONIACEAE
	Tecomanthe
	hillii
	Fraser Island Creeper 
	9m Height
2-3m Wide
	A vigorous native climber with glossy green leaves. 
	Produces clusters of large bell-shaped, deep pink flowers from spring to summer
	Sunny open position. 
well drained soil. 
keep moist in warm weather. 
apply all-purpose fertiliser in spring. 
lightly prune to promote bushy growth and encourage new flowers. 
	Aphids and caterpillars can damage foliage. 
use pesticides such as Yates scale gun or Yates Baythroid Advanced





Page 20 of 35 	CSTC Pty Ltd_RTO#0699_v1-1_24/07/2020

CSTC Pty Ltd_RTO#0699_v1-1_24/07/2020	Page 21 of 35
