      -             	 

	      -            

TURF TYPES RESEARCH WORKSHEET

In preparation for your Practical Assessment, you are required to identify and research a range of warm and cool season grasses that may be used to establish turf. Collate your findings in the following table. You should identify at least five (5) grasses.

For each grass, you are to record:
· Provide its name (both common name and botanical name)
· Describe its characteristics (e.g. seed heads, ligules, auricles, collars, stolon/rhizome)
· Identify its common use (including advantages / disadvantages)
· Explain its method of establishment (including preferred mowing height, fertiliser requirements, watering and top-dressing needs)
· Identify its common pests, diseases and/or disorders

	Record number
	Botanical name
	Common name
	Season
	Characteristics
	Common use
	Establishment
	Common pests/ diseases/ disorders

	
	FAMILY
	Genus
	species
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Example
	Poaceae
	Agrostis
	capillaris
	Common Bent
	☐ Warm
☒ Cool
	· Dense growing fine leaf grass 
· Has rhizomatous and stoloniferous
· Panicle seed head 
· Purple from a distance
· Ligule is short
	· All ball playing surfaces, including golf courses
· Temperature 16-24ºC
· High tolerance to shade, drought and traffic
	· Quick germination time within 10 days at 18 ºC
· Neutral to acidic soils
	Dollar spot

	1 
	Poaceae
	Stenotaphrum
	Secundatum
	Buffalo Grass
	☒ Warm
☐ Cool
	·  Dense growing dark green broad leaf grass
· Has rhizomes and stolons
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Blooms in spring/summer

	· Valuable home lawn grass
· Also used as a forage grass for cattle
· High salt and shade tolerance

	· Usually grown from runners or sods but can also be grown from seed
· Neutral to acidic soils
	Panicum Mosaic Virus

	2 
	Poaceae
	Pennisetum
	Clandestinum
	Kikuyu grass
	☒ Warm
☐ Cool
	· Creeping aggressive lawn grass
· Has rhizomatous and stoloniferous
· Bright green leaves emerging flat in the bud
	· Common lawn and pasture grass 
· Recognized weed in many areas.
	· Usually grown from runners or sods but can also be grown from seed
· Requires above 15-20°C to germinate
· Neutral to acidic soils
	Pyricularia leaf spot

	3 
	Poaceae
	Digitaria
	Didactyla
	Blue couch, Blue star grass,
	☒ Warm
☐ Cool
	· Mat forming creeping lawn grass
· Narrow leaves green to blue-green in colour

	· Common lawn and pasture grass
· Especially good for golf courses
· Great for erosion control
	· Usually grown from runners or sods but can also be grown from seed
· Tolerant of low-nutrient and low-Ph soils
· Thrives in lighter and granitic soils
	Fairy ring fungus

	4 
	Poaceae
	Festuca
	Arundinacea
	Tall Fescue
	☐ Warm
☒ Cool
	· Long-lived perennial bunch grass
· Emerging leaves are rolled in the bud
· Leaf blades have a toothed edge and the underside is shiny
	· Permanent pasture for cattle and sheep although may cause fescue foot when infected with the fungus Neotyphodium coenophialum
· Domestic lawn grass
	· Predominately grown from seed
· Tolerant of wet soils and short periods of flooding
· Prefers slightly acidic soils
	Crown rust (Puccinia coronate)

Fungus Neotyphodium coenophialum which may cause fescue foot in cattle and sheep

	5 
	Poaceae
	Lolium
	Perenne
	Perennial ryegrass
	☐ Warm
☒ Cool
	· Low-growing, hairless, tufting grass
· Leaves folded lengthwise in the bud
· Leaf base dark red
	· Grazing and fodder grass
· Common lawn in cooler climate
	· Grown from seed
· Excellent shade tolerance
· Neutral to slightly acidic soils
	Crown and stem rust

Underground grass caterpillar
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